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Late the Honourable 
HIGH SHERIFF 
Of the County of 
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SIR, 


P8349 Hen by my {ranſcription 
WAY of theſe Papers, I had 
SF amore perfect Survey 
of them, 1 found them 

ſo much inferiour to your earneſt 
defires for, and dear purchaſe of 
Az them, 


SIDES - —_—_———_ ——_— 


1ne Epiſtle 
them, that 1 judged nothing, 
but your profeſt reſpect to my per- 
ſon, and a kind habituated Ac- 
quaintance, could ſeduce your 
Opinton to ſo undeſerved an eſti- 
mation of them. Sir, when you 
heard them, your tenderneſs of 
my Reputation, before ſo great 
an Aſſembly, ſate at Stern to 
govern your apprehenſion ; and 
the gay circumſtances of your 


folemnity, allayed the ſeverity 


of your obſervation. But now, 
Sir, they are under your eye, 
and your mind at leiſure and 


ſreedom to exerciſe an impartial 
judgment upon them, [fear they 


may ſink, in your Opinion, like 
an artificial Beauty at a nearer 
n- 
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Dedicatory. 


infpefiion. The hearing of a Ser- 
mon, ts like a ſtanding to view 
a tranſient Cavalcade, which 
if it flood ſtill, and every part of 
it were offered to a ſteady obſer- 


vation , how would the Glory 


'| ofit be leſſened (ina wiſe mans 


opinion ) to little more, then the 
Gaiety of ſome idle Pageantry ? 
But. Sir, why do I prognofiicate 
ſo much evil to my ſelf, when the 


| Stars of my fate,are inthe hands 


of ſo great an ingenuity © [will 
not chuſe to ſuſpect, where 1 have 
fo much cauſe not to be jealons, 
For, Sir, I reſt in this ſatisfa- 
ction to my ſelf, that if theſe Pa- 
pers will not anſwer your expe- 


tation, Jet my truth in per for- 
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The Epiſtle | 


ming my promiſe, and my duty | 


in obeying your command, will 
be approvable, and acceptable 
toyou: and that ſhall be repu- 


ted with me, a ſufficient compen- 


ſation for all the inconvenien- 


cies I have oojefted againſt my 


ſelf. And, Sir, for the regard + 


you have ſhewn me, and the ho- 
nour you have done me, in your 
fo friendly a choice of me (in 
the midſt of ſo many excellent 
perſons , thar better deſerved 


your favour _) to be intereſted * 


in your ſo honourable an imploy- 
ment, let it be adjudged a per- 
petual obligation upcn me to 
perform all poſſeble Service 
to your Self and Þ amily, that 
eve! 
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Dedicacory. 
ever can come in the Capa- 


city of 
Honoured Sir, 


Your late Chaplain 
but unchangeable 


Servant and Friend 
William Smyth. 


Mendleſham 
Fan. 24. 
1673. 
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Becauſe Chrift alſo ſuffered for 
US, _ 1s an example, 
that we ſbould follow his 


ſteps. 


=> Ou may preſume, at the 
4 hearing of theſe words, 
that 1 delignedly wave 
=ISD 11! remprations of 1n- 
rermediing with the concerns of 4} 
- Publick Affairs, or entertaining kh 
> your attentions with reflections [ 
; upon any State-emergencies. I » 
= would not be willingly exempia- Wh 
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[2] 

rily guilty, of tempting you from 
that excellent order of Your /{s- 
dying to be quiet, and of doing yeur 

own buſineſs. | 
But as I would not move in a 
circumference larger then my 
Office; ſo { would not willingly 
be confined to one narrower, that 
15, I would not ſpend (I may ſay, 
loſe) an hour in inſtructing them 
in their duty, who underſtand it 
better then my ſelf ; much Jeſs 
in quarrelling the miſcarriages of 
of the Laws proceedings, ſome 
of which will be always unavoid- 
able upon the beſt management; 
andin others we may eaſily miſs 
our mark for want of a right un- 
derſtanding the Nature of thoſe 
Afﬀeairs. Either of which have 
been ſeldom done without many 
unkind refletions upcn other 
mens Callings and Imployments, 
Nevertheleſs, I ſolemnly de- 
fign 


C C3] 
Biign to do you the beſt good I can; 
*and thar not withour a particular 
Zreſpe&t to your preſcnt Aﬀeairs. 
{3Bur T ſhall endeavour it from the 
beſt expedient of Inſtruction thar 
the mind of Man is capable to re- 
Aceives that is, from the influ. 
Zence which Chriſtianity in gene- 
al, may and muſt have upon all 
*#the ations of men; infallibly 
Fcondutting them to the two grear 
#nds of Nature and Religion, that 
As, 1n all things, and to all men, to do 
3hat's right and Good. | 
Z Noris there any method where- 
gn I may place Chriſtianity more 
an your view in ſo ſhort a time, 
Dor expreſs it with ſo much advan- 
ge for the obtaining of both 
Fhoſe ends, as by repreſenting it 
ÞÞ the bleſſed Pattern of our Sa- 
Fiours Life and Actions, Eſpe- 
Sally if we can believe our ſelves 
Gliged (according to my Text) 
as 


L4 ] 


as he hath left us az example, to fol- 


% 
7: 4 
$1 


low hu ſteps. 
In the management of which 


Dotrine of following Chriſt as 
an example, though the Socanians 


do athrm little other uſe or bene- 
fic to have been deſigned in al 
that he did and ſuffered , but to 


be a pattern, by which we ſhould | 


govern our lives and actions, and 
in that ſenſe to redeem us from 
all iniquity: Making his death 
neither expiatory of the guilt, 
nor meritorious of the pardon of 


it ; much leſs ſatisfaftory to the | 


Juſtice of God in order to either, 
Yet ought the Doctrine to be con. 
ſidered in its due place, and care- 
fully preſt, as the moſt ſucceſsful 
expedient to lecure and promote 
the univerſal practice of all Go- 
ſpel-holineſs in the lives of men. 
Learn of ze, faith Chriſt, Matth. 
11.29. that is, ſtudy ro be inſtru. 

Ce 


| 


| 
*. 
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| fed by my perſonal Vertues and 
"Practices, as well as be conducted 
by my Laws and Precepts, which 


will appear to have greater force 
and luſtre from my exemplifica- 


'[rion of them. And St. Paxs/ ob- 


ligeth his Corinthians, 1 Cor. 11.1. 


to be followers of him, as he was of 
'|chriff, To whoſe Image and Par- 


cern we were predeſtinated, faith 
the ſame Apoſtle, Rom-8.29. tobe 
made conformable; that is,Chriſt 
left us az example to follow his ſteps. 

| In the handling which words, 
according to my propoſed deſign, 


{ think all Expoſicors will afford 


me a liberty to interpret thar 
they intend, not only an imita- 


tion of him in his ſufferings, bur 


much more in the manner of his 
dubmiſſton to them ; that is,in all 
thoſe Graces, Vertues, and imita- 
ble parts of holy 1ife, that attended 
Nis ſuffering ſtate, and were de- 


fignedly 


net 
11 
197 


| [6] L 
ſignedly practiſed by him for ou: # 
perpetual imitation. All which 17 
ſhall endeavour to repreſent in ſe. * 
veral the moſt conſiderable part; 
of his excellent example, ſuch az # 
will be moſt requiſite for us to # 
follow in order to our great $a/- | 
VatON. A 

I. The ficſt ſtep of them was * 
his Eminent and Extenſive Love, | 
A Love that had no narrow limi- 
ration of a private. concern, like * 
the new admired prudential love * 
and Leviathan kindneſs of the * 
World , deſigned only to center - 
in ſelf intereſt, Nor like the love ! 
of Factions, knit rogether in com: * 
bined ſtrengths for miſchief ; * 
which always proves like the 
kindneſs of Wolves, (to whom 
Our Saviour compares them, Mat. 
7, 15.) who when they have afſi- | 
ſted one another in united Com- : 
Panies to Cdxftroy the innocent 
Flocks. 
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Flocks, do in the end exerciſe 
their ravenous nature in deyour- 
ing oae another, | 

Burt our dear Saviours love, as 
it was wholly reſigned up to, and 
rerminated upon the good of all 
men, ſo it admitted no reſtrainr, 
refuſed no attempt from the'grea- 
teſt diſobligations of them that 
needed it, even to the loſs of lite 
it ſelf, which he ſuffered nor 
only for them that were moſt un- 
worthy in themſelves, zhe anged!h. 
But as they were moſt unworthy 
to him, even while they were his 
Enemies, as S. Paul (Rom...) di- 
ſcourſeth the commendation of 
his love. | 

This kind of love, and in ſuch 
proportions as our abridged ca- 
pacity can advance it, our Savi- 
our intended for our neceſſary 
imitation. And ſo he declared his 


will, anc inſtitured his ccmmand, 


B That 
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That ye love one another, as 1 have 
loved you, Joh, 13. 34» And by this | 
ſpall all mew know that ye are my Diſci- | 
ples, if ye love one another. 5 

And this Copy of Chriſts love : 
was ſo eminently and univerſally 
tranſcribed, by the Primitive 
Chriſtians, that Terzullian ob- 
{erves, that it became Prover- 
bial even among their enemies , 
To love like Chriſtians. 

Buttien we muſt further un- 
derſtand from Ciriſts example, 
that our greatft Enemies, even 
upon the ſtrongeſt provecations 
ro the contrary, are tobe admit- 
red to all the meaſures of that 
holy love, thuTis, co ::!l acts of 
ſtrict juſtice, and mercy, of for- 
givenels, and blefſiizgs, and that 
upon the peril of our ſouls, if we 
live habitually in the breach of 
any part of that love. 

Pur O unhzj py face of Chri- 
ſtianity 


[9] 
ſtjianity now in the World ! How 
do men make temptations from 
little differences in Opinion, nice 
diſtinctions of Parties, ſome {mall 
affronts, or caſual miſtakes, to 
ſtudy ſpite, and miſchief,i]l curns, 
and unkind uſages, ſecret hatreds, 
and open hoſtilities; to the op- 
preſſion and ruine one of ano- 
ther. : 

Can theſe things be juſtified 
by the example of Chriſt? Can 
theſe be the proper <ff-&s of char 
Profeſſion where love ſhould be 
predominant > Do we not know 
that he that loveth not his Bro- 
ther, 1 Job. 3. 10, that is, every 
man, and in the meaſures I have 
mentioned, is in the ſame ſtare 
of danger towards God, as he 
that doth not Righteouſneſs; thac 
is, univerſally and grofly wicked, 
The ſum is , he thar refuſech che 
love of Chriſt for an example to 
B 2 imitate, 
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[10] 
imitate, cannot without preſum- 
ption rely upon the benefit of 
the ſame love for his ſouls blefling 
and (ſalvation, 

2. The ſecond part and ſtep of 
Chriſts example in his ſuffering 
ſtate, which we are to imitate , 
was his profeſſed humility ; then 
which nothing could be greater, 
becauſe then himſelf nothing 
could be made leſs, nor then his 
own any condeſcenfion lower. 

There is nothing recorded of 
1m from firſt co laſt, except his 
transfiguration ( the glory of 
which was very tranſient and 
private) but what ſpeak the 
loweſt abaſement and depreſſed 
humility. His birth, fortune, ſo- 
ciety, and quality, the price of 
his Preſentation in the Temple, 
and his value art his death, and 
the manner of his ſufferings, do 
all declare that he choſe the bot- 
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[11] 


come of contempt, and poverty. 


Therefore St. Paul was at a ſtand 
how toexpreſs it, and becauſe he 
rhought craneiuwow, Phil. 3.8. he 
humbled himfelf, was too little, he 
adds &4ivm%, he emptied himſelf to 
wthing, to exemplifie his humi- 


lity. 


oave his Diſciples for their imi- 
tations; and ſo he commands , 
Learn of me for I am meek and lowly 
in heart, Mat. 11.29, And what 
he ſaid upon one particular in- 
ſtance, of his Condeſcenfion , 
Waſhing his Diſciples feet, may be 


| ſuppoſed to be obliging to all 0- 


ther parts of his Humility ; 7have 
given you au example to do as I have 
aone, Joh. 13.15. 

O ler us be ſtudious to tran- 
ſcribe this bleſſed Copy, and a- 
dorn our Profeſſion, by imitating 
his holy example. Let us put on 
B 2? bum- 


This is the pattern, which he 
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[12 ] 
humbleneſs of mind, let it be pre- 
valent over all our faculties with- 
in us; Let us be cloathed with 
hamility in our whole converſa- 
tion without us, as the two great 
Apoſtles St. Paul and St, Peter ad- 
vile, (ol+3.10. 1 Pet.5.5. thatis, 
let us be humble in our thoughts, 
and private communions with our 
minds ; let us be humble in our 
diſcourſes, carriage, and conver- 
ſation with others , letus be ham- 
ble in all our diſputes with all 
thoſe that differ, and in all our 
reproofs of all thoſe that offend 
God orus; let us condeſcend to 
the capaciries of thoſe whom we 
are to inſtruct, and to the infirmi- 
ties of them with whom we live 
and converſe ; let us ſtoop to the 
meaneſt offices of doing good, and 
ſerving God, in doing which no- 
thing can be truly accounted 
mean, or beneath ns; if we take 


Chriſt 


[ 13 ] 
Chriſt for our pattern, his Religion 
for our rule, and his Reivards for 
our encourazements 

On the other {ide it is Pride that 
puts an irreconcileable difference be- 
eween the World and Chriſts King- 
dom, Joh. 1. 2, 16, For whereſo- 
ever it is, and practiſed, ic doth not 
only debauch tne uſe of all humane 
Faculties, baniſh all Moral Vertues, 
and all Remarks of natural Good- 
neſs, but makes the Soul an unhr ha- 
biration for every grace of God , of 
which it naturaily deſtrudive, And 
when that Idol is once fet up inthe 
Sou), all the capacities which God 
God gives us to be inftrumental of 
good , ſhall all be ſacrificed to the 
ſc];-deity of a vain mind, and made 
to ſerve the intereſts of Envy and 
Revenge, of Luxury and Oltentation. 
He therefore that follows not Chriſt 
in the example of his humility here 
below, ought not to pretend to a 
B 4 nope 
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hope of a participation tn lits exa]- 
ted Glory in a fucure ſtate of bliſs 
adoves 


3. The third inſtance and ſtep of 


our Saviours great exawple in hjs 
{uticring ſtare, which we are obliged 
to tranicribe and follow, was his c- 
minent Patience, VWhich becauſe 
it was a grace to be moſt eſpecially 
upon trial in the whole courſe of his 
lite, and of greaccſt uſe in the lives 
of tits Diſciplcs, ir is fit we rake the 
Sreatcr care to repreient 1t as It Was 
13 Nis and as it ought to be exem- 
plary to our iclves. 

Now as this Grace 1s diftinguiſh- 
able 1n 1s practice by the dittercnt 
objects of Gud and Man, ſo was his 
Parience eminen: in both reſpedts, 
to tne higheſt perfection. As it re- 
ſpeed God, it was moſt empha- 
ncaliy manifetted , when in the (e- 
vereſt pation of his ſoul, his ftupen- 
dous Agony ; and when he {aw be- 


fore 
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fore him the bicter cup he was to 
drink, he tully ſubmuctted ro Gods 
pleaſure, with a aevertheleſs, pot as 
1 will, but as thou wilt, Mat. 26.39. 
Of which Tertallian would have no 
other ſenſe made, but as exemplary 
o! what we ſhould do in our greateſt 
CXITeMitiese 

Then as his Patience reſpe&ed 
men, though he encountered the 
hardeſt uſages thar the Combina- 
tions of Power, Malice, and Ingra- 
titude could offer him, in all kinds 
of ſufferings, from all kinds of per- 
ſons, yet he never exprefled the re» 
venge of an hard word ; he did nei- 
ther &vlAcGgo, a, nor Wewes, recri- 
minate, nor threaten ; (the words 
dependent upon my Text) he made 
nov other returns, bur Stlerce, For- 
oivencſs, Prayers, and Bleſfling, 

And 1 do not wonder, that when 
Juſtis Martyr Was asked what was 
Chriſts greateſt Miracle, that he 
an- 
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[16 ] 
anſwered, his Patience : Or that it 
was St. Auſtins Opinion, that the Jy- 
ftification which the Centurion made 
of him hanging upon the Croſs, Mar. 


27.54. Truly this w.25 the Son of God, 


was rather trom the wonder of his ' 


patience then his pouwer. 


us , and exactly to be followed by 


us, if we intend upon any account | 


ro be his Diſciplcs. 

O ler us then be concernedly care- 
ful whatſoever affiiions it ſhall 
pleaſe God to lay upon us, by what- 
ſoever inſtruments they are effefted, 


Bur as . 
great AS it was, it was certainly de- | 
ſigned to be made exemplary to | 


that Patience may have its perfect | 
work upon our ſouls, not murmur- -' 


ing againſt God in his ſevereſt diſ- 
penſations: who will (if we would 
but ſtudy his gratious ends, and the 
happy effects of all afflictions } be 
always juſtified in his ſayings , ( or 
doings) and clear when he is judged, 
Pſal. 51, And 


\ 
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And if the malice and miſchief of 
men be inſtrumental to the evils we 
ſuffer, (as no good man ſhall want 
his portion ) Jet us be lure ſtrictly 


ro an{wer our Saviours pattern, and 


his holy Apoſtles triumphant exem- 


_ plification of itz who when they 
| they were harraſlcd with the moſt 
- violent opprefſions that any ſort of 


innocent men ever endured ( as 
St. Paul exprefleth their miferies , 
I Cor. 4. ) yet all the returns their 
patient ſouls contrived, was no 
more then that, being reviled, we 


bleſs; being perſecuted, we indure it ; 


being defamed, we entreat , V.12. 
Theſe, theſe were the weapons 

with which the Primitive Chriſtians 

contended with, and ſubdued their 


' moſt powerful adverſaries : with 


which they ſer up their ſpiricual 
Trophies upon the Thrones of 
Princes, and brought the Kingdoms 
of the World to be Provincial to 


Chriſts 
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Chriſts heavenly Empire. Theic i; 
carriages are the prevatling argu- | 


ments that command the Vorlds 
acknowledgment, that we belong to 
God ; and that render our ſouls an 
eafie poſiefiion to our it-lves in the 
midſt of all difturba:iccs. And which 


is more then all, they ſhall have a | 


peculiar return of bleiling from 


God, as the holy Apoltle exprefleth | 
it, (juſt before my Texr, and with a | 


particular aſp<& upon it) they ſhall 
be $4@5 rve% Of®, favour with 


God,weclcom and acceptable to him. 
Of which Davzd was (o ſenſible, that. 


when he was ſtudying ſome ſpecial 
return for ſoine extraordinary mer- 
cies, he did not ſay (ſacrificabo tauros 


& altitia) 1 will ofter ſome great ? 


ſacrifice of any commonly-judged 
ſignal vaJue,but calicem: falutzs, 1 will 
rake the cup of ſalvation, rhar is, (4s 


many of the Fathers interpret ir ) þ 
che Cup of AtMfiition ; the patient * 
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8 bc aring of which, he judged the moſt 


grateful ſacrifice ro God for all his 


” MErCiCEe 


The concluſion is, he that wil- 


b; fully retuſerh ro bear the Croſs of 


Chriſt, in any of theſe inſtances of 


| Patience to God or Man, ought nor 


to be ſo preſumptuous as to expect 
any bencfit by the ſame Croſs, to 
the bleſſing and ſzlvation of his 


ſouls 


4+ The fourth part of our Savi- 
ours Exawple in bis tuflering tate , 
which we muſt imitate, was his 
univerſal deſign of doing good > 
which he performed not in any little 
meaſures : For, ſaith St. Peter, Acts 
10. 38, He went about doing good. 
The Syriack reads it, perluſirans , 
looking abont ; the Greek, 5/0 , 
20ing through, and about, to find 
our all occaſions and opportunt- 
tics of rcjieving the miſcries of the 


aid. 
And 
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And this he did not only in UT Jan 


cer and more fanious inſtances, as þ; "<< 
I bo | 
when he went about (as St, Matthew ; 
ceſtifies of him, Matth.q.z 3.) heal- F_ | WC 
ing all manner of diſeaſes, and all kind $ < 
of infirmities ; but (as it may befF* 
preſume4) in the ſmalleſt cafes and ow 
opportunities : witneſs his firſt re- - 
corded Miracle, when he ſupplied | t by 
the want of Wine, though it were |. 7 
but. to relieve the modelty, and 0 | bh 


ſalve the repute of a Wedding en- Þ 5 
tertatnment. $4 

And though the Divine Story _. 
hath recorded I:ttle more then the |: + 
miraculous part of his doing good, ©: 1 
yer it appears that he did not * chen a 
ſtep aſide from his univerſal: celign, © 


\n 

when it is conſidered that all his Mi- ©: n 

7 { 

racles (not like the tricks of Apollo» _ 

[| 

nins and Mahomet , which could : F 
ſerve no atner ends, bur of mirth, 


cheat, and vain-glory) were all . 
real acts of Mercy and Charity : 
Tc 
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” theparticulars of which, were they 
? Drerded , (ro uſc Sr. Tohns Hyper- 


= ; 


»(. : bole) 1 luppole the whole World 
7. © would not contain the Books that 


would be written. 
In this part of our Saviours Ex- 
, ample , we muſt be moſt eſpecially 
F concerned to follow him ; 1or the 
# harveſt of the eternal reward, will at 
« {| laſt anſwer this ſced-ime, ' as S.Paul 
o© allegoriſerh , Gal, 6.) and in ſuch 
> proportions , he that ſoweth ſparing- 
- ty, ſhall reap ſpariazly; and that 
- Sts Paul intended by ſowing, doing 
foe, his inference evinceth, As 
i cherefere we have opportunity, lt us 
J. 4 | do good to all men. 
Y Iris this part of Chriſtianity that 
| muſt properly fir us for the great 
- account, as our Saviour repr elents 
= tie meaſures of it, Marth, 25. and 
- that ſhall make rhe diſcrimination 
= arthe Worlds reſuriection, wen 
7 the THz 7 tf, they that have 
aone 
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done good ſhall only riſe to the life im- 


mortal, Joh. 5. 29. O then, if 


there be any deſign for heaven in 


your minds, of any ray of Grace or : © 
Vertue ſhining in your ſouls, let it 
light you ro walk in tnis path of 
bleſſing. And let not only all your - 


eartn]y deſigns ſtoop to it, bur let 


all parts of your Religion be gover- | 


ned and conducted by ir. Do not 


think that the Religion of the Ear, | 
Tongue, and Knee, can acquit your , 


purſe, and other capacities of doing 
o00d, When your diſpoſition for the 
great reward ſhall be inquired into. 
But what can thuſe men an{wer ty 
God, when in ttead ot our Saviours 
going about doing goud, in f{tead of 
the Primitive Corittians rranſcripiis 


q 


on of his excellent Copy in wiping | 


away the cars of Widows, ſtilling 
the crics of Orphans , eafing the 
chains of Priſo:ers , redeeming Ca- 
vives, dealing bread tothe hungry, 

44 
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| and ſach like a&ts of doing 000d, 


ſome are rupning abour Oo make di- 
ſturbance in Church and Stare, alic- | 


'! nating the minds of innocent people 
" from Huſt ſubmilſon 'to legal eſta- 


bliſhmencs for Peace and Order 2 


© Others are traverſing che habications 
- of Proſtttntes , loſing their 1 precious 


hours in Viſits , Courcſhips , and 
arts of pleaſure, which they uſe 
(hor as alleviations co more ſerious 
imployments, but) as the important 
buſocſs of their lives. 

Now I wiſh the Chriſtian World 
would once conſider,whether a Con- 


7 fellion, Abſolution, and a Dirge on 


the one hand; a Miniſters Prayer, 
a few good words, and a dole , on 
the ocher hand , can commure for 
{uch neglects, expiare rheir omiſt- 
ons, ud compenſate for the rewards 
of eternity , againſt Chriſts exam- 
ple, and his expreſs precepts, the tc- 
nour of tlie threats and promites 


gt 
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; F£ 
4 


of the Goſpel to the contrary. 7 a1 

5. The fifch part and ſtep of our; th 
Saviours great example which we! : nc 
are to follow, was his univerſal ſub-! | th 
miſſion to all the then eſtabliſhed: th 
Powers and Superiours; that is, pc 
both to the Roman Emperours, (to © Y, 


whoſe Government che Jewith Na- 


tion was :hcn Provincial) and to all * 
ether remai./.., permitted Juriſdt 1 | 
''T 
bs 
'd! 
' fre 
th 
hi 


&ions among us Fews themle]ves. 
He never attempted either to re- 
proach their Government , or reſil: 
their Authority in the leaſt branch 
appointed for its execution» And 
thus he behaved himſelf, when hc 


met all mayner of remprations to | 


do the contrary : as firſt when they 
univerſally oppoſed the great Work 
and Cauſe oft God, then upon his 
hand ; that is, the greateſt Reforma- 


tion that ever was in the World, the 
change of the Jewiſh Religion to the | 


Goſpel-diſpeniation, And then, at 
: 
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[ 25 ] 
2 time the whole Nation ({rum the 
then univerſally obſerved ligns of his 
ncar approach) were pregnait with 
the expectation of a Meſſiah , who 


they believed ſhould be their rem- 


poral Redeemer from the Roman 
Yoak, and therefore might be pre- 
ſumed to be firly dilpoſed ro com- 
ply with any attempt to oppoſe and 


/controul that Government. Laſtly, 


' Tocomplear the evidence of h1s un- 


. queſtionable Loyalty, all this he 
'did when it was in his power to have 
' freed himſelf and his cauſe from all 
+ their oppoſition ; when ke could 
7 have commanded Legtons of Angels, 


Matth. 26. 53, when he could have 
convented the hoſts of Heaven, and 
made rhe Stars in and out of their 
courſes (e7 conjurati veniunt ad pre” 
liz wventt) io have aſſiſted him. Fur- 
ther, he was ſo far from any kind of 


reſiſtance, that he exprefled very m3- 
by poſitive approbations of their 3 us 


2, thorities * 


[ 26] 
thorities : as firſt, When he com- 
manded che Sword, that had ſmotc 
off the High-pricſts ſervants ear, 
(though drawn by St; Peter in his 
defence ) to be pur up, wich rhis re- 


flexion ; all they that take the Sword, + 


ſhall periſh with the Sword , Matth. 
26. 52. that is, that draw and uſe it 
3gainlt lawful Authoricy, though 
abuſing ics Power, (as the excellent 
Annotator paraphraſeth.) He paid 
the tribute due to the Temple, (a 


Cuſtom meerly Judaica]) when «lt 


he ſhould offend, a miracle ſupplied 


him, Matth. 17. 27. And laſtly, | 


When upon the view of a piece of 
money , he declared for the Impe- 
rial Power, Give unto Ceſar the 
things that are Ceſars, Maith, 
22. 23s 

Now that Loyalty, which our Sa- 
viour ſo unexceprionally practiſed 
1n his own perſon, the Apoſtles ard 
Apoſtulical Churches after confir- 

| med, 


_w_ 
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xe med, both by their precepts and 
r, practiſes As to their precepts , 
\is 1uch as that of Roms. 13. and the like, 
e- © being worn by every Tongue and 
4, Pen, I ſhall not need to urge. Bur 
h, _ for their Practiſes ( the bett Com- 
ic mentacies upon their Do&trines ) 
h , nothing con1d be more agreeable to 
1 (to the Pattern and Example of 
4d Chriſt, Witneſs their carriage bc- 
2 fore, and in the Ten bloody Perſc- 
| cutions 4 in the bittereft Storms of 
d - which, it could never be ſaid, that 
, © any Chriſtian made the leaſt undut1- 
f ful reflexion upon their Emperours, 
- -, orthetr Government : as the great 
; Apvlogiſts, Fuſtin Martyr, Tertul- 
.  tian,and the reſt that lived in thoſe 
early Ages, do beyond all exce- 

- P'ton reftifie. And this innocency 

| they maintained, not only in their 
| greateſt incapacitics oi doing other- 
, © wiſe, but when ſome of the Heathen 
, © Emperours Armies chiefly conſ1- 
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fied of them, and had ſufficient 


power to have grappled with them 


tor their indempnities : as Tertull;ay 
2lorics, and of which aiterward rhe 
tamous ſtory of the Theban Legion 
was a renowned inſtance. 

And now, who could belicve it 
poſſible, if there were nothing elſe 
to be alledged for the ſtridteſt obe- 
dicice ro Authority, but the exam- 
pic of Chriſt and his immediate fol- 
lowers, there ſhould be found any 
that bear the name of Chriſtian, that 
ſhould ſtudy and contrive Argu- 
ments for the allowance of the Prin- 
ciples and Practices of Difloyalty, 
as ſome of our Adverſaries on <t- 


ther hand have done, to the diftur- 


bance of the Chriſtian World, when 
the Cnurch of Ezeland hath always 
_ an immovcable Rock of Loyal- 
ty, between tem both. Bur I ſhall 

no no unkind reflextons upon our 
late miſcarriage f of which I believe 
mary 


[29] 


many have truly repented, moſt have 


been aſhamed of, and of which there 


2 will be little danger that Poſteri- 
-* ties ſhould make approbation , un- 
leſs we can ſuſpe& them to be in 


love with che greateſt diſhonour , 
that could be done to Chriſtianity 


” andthe ſevereſt blow thar the Refor- 


med Religion ever received. | 
O then, ler us per[wade our ſelves 
that we can never walk acceptably 
to God in a religious courle, till we 
have exaQly tranſcribed our Saviours 
Copy in all our carriages rowards 
our Governours, of every order. 
And to do this, not only when we 
are pleaſed, bur when affairs move 
moſt unſuitably ro our private judg- 


ment or intereſt: conſidering , that 


ſometimes Princes are obliged , or 


pleaſed to leflen the concerns of 


ſome, to ballance their favour to all; 
which when they do, it is our duty, 
with all quiet and innocency , to 

C 4 make 
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make the beſt interpretation, and thc 
rendereſt ſubmiſſion, 
' But thoſe, who can reconcile and 
promote their profeſſions, with 


bold diſobedience to juſt Authori- ' 


ties, May as well, and as reaſonably 
hope to go to Heaven with Adul- 
rcry and Murther upon their ſouls, 
for they do equally contradict the 

Exawple and Religion of Jeſus. 
6. The fixth,, Jaſt, and higheſt 
ſtep of our Saviours example, which 
for great ends we may chuſe, and be 
wiſely concerned to follow , was 
his free and voluntary ingagement; 
as in the ſuffering partofir, ſo in all 
other religious dutics and practices 
oi his life, which he choſe to perform 
and exerciſe in the greateſt heights 

of perfection. | 
And in this reſpect , he ſo inſtitu- 
red his life, in the whole courſe of 
ir, as not only by many degrees tv 
exceed the meaſures of thoſe Laws 
which 


OO w 


bd me Mad n———_ \4 


[31] 


| which he had conſtituted, but toa& 


and ſuffer, in many inſtances of 
which he had given no expreſs com- 
mandwenr. As for inſtance, when 


' he deligned to contemn tne Vorld, 


as one part of his holy life, firſt he 
did it (as to the riches of it) in ſuch 


' a degree, as to chule the loweſt Po- 


verty, beneath the propricty which 
the Foxes and Birds of the Air en- 
joy. Then as to the Honour of it, 
he not only deſpiſed it as a neceſſary 
duty ; bur he renounced it to rhar 
degree as to chuſe to appear in no 
higher quality then in the form and 
reputation ot a ſervart, Phil, 2. 


- Laſtly, as to the pleaſurcs of ir, he 


fo far reccded from all innocent ſa- 
tisfactions, as tro make nimſelt em- 
phacically a mn of ſorrows all his 
life. And when he came to die, he 
chofe more then to dic ; that is, for 
the joy that was ſet before him, he 
endured the Croſs, and deſpiſed rhe 

| | ſhame, 
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ſhame, Heb. 12. that is, to dic With 


all the ayyravations of torment and | 


diſhonon: 


Now all that I propound as imi- |. 
table from th:s part of his example, |. 
is not the exact io)lowir,g hin in all 


the degrees of ric for; ur duties, not 
in all other his choſcu atts of greater 
perfeftion 5 as his prov. ous Faſt- 


ings, PernoCtations in Pray::, Agoni- | 


ſtick Devotions, and the like 5 which 
had they been univerſally obliging 
all his Diſciples and Profeflors 0: 
his Religion, (though ſome of rem 
have been fondly imitaced by ſome 


Orders of the Roman Communion, - 


and other fanatick Enthuſiaſts) would 
not only have been inconſiſtent with 
our humane frailtics, and natural 


frames of Body and Mind, bur have © 
indangered the ſatety of all humane - 


YOCICTICS. 
All that T intend by ir, is that ho- 
ly perſons , who are affe@ed with a 


more 


4 
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: more enflamed love of God, and 


would expreſs it ; thar are tranſpor- 
ted with 2 more heightned defire of 
p): aſing God, and arc ſtudying how 


- rodo 1t5 tha: defign fulier afſuran- 
©: cesof Gods love, and aſpire ar grea- 


' te: degrecs of Reward and Glory , 


Y 


and would be informed of the beſt 
retnod to attain them ; 1 ſay, ſuch 
perſons ſhould endeavour to im- 
prove their ingagements to Selt-de- 
niaj, Charity, Piery, and univerſal 


| Obedience above the lower degrees 


whica the Jaritude of the Precepr 
may be preſumed to allow; and 
not to ſtop in rnetr walking with 
Godin the practice of them, ar the 
minimum quod fic ,- lowelt p'tch of 
the abſolutely neceilary adjudged 
duty. 

For inſtances; Firſt, Not to ſtand 
at the denial of themſelves, in re- 
nouncing all thats dire&ly evil, bur 
to change (as often as the caſe will 
vear 
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bear it) the moſt innocent and allow- 
able freedoms and fatisfaftionsy in- 
to ſeverer excrciſes and religious 
tmployments. 


Then as to Charity, to ſtudy to . 


do more then is abſolutely neceſlary 
ſab periculo anime , thatis, beyond 
what Divines can or ought to de- 
clare, as univerſally obliging : ſome- 
times imitaring the Macedonians cha- 
rity tO do good , Voip IWweapiv, above 
that they aye well able, 2 Cor. 2. 8. 
And not only to abjurc all occa(tons 
chat are finjully expenſive ( with 


winich no man that hopes for Hea- 
ven can in freaſon acquit himſelf) 


but ſometimes to part with porti- 
ons which their order of Jhife uſually 
require, when objects and opportu- 
nities of pity call upon them for 
their help. And rhis 1s done eſpe- 


cially, when God ſhall enable mcn 
ro perpetuate mercy , by ferled er- 
dowments tor the ſucceilions of the 

miſc - 
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miſerable. Of which, there be three 
ſuch noble monuments, founded 
within theſe few 1 ears, by three ex- 
cellent men of the Epiſcopal Order, 
( all very lately gore to their re- 
wards) as are ſufficient to our- 
ballance che unworthy opinions of 
the Age, againſt that Hierarchy , if 
it were capable to underſtand, or 
love what is truly goods. | 

So in the caſe of Piety, firſt parti- 
cularly that of Prayer z when above 
the common meaſures which judi- 


| clous men may account generally 


comperent , tor the obſervation of 
the Precepr , holy men ſhall chufe 


' to warm their Devotions at the 


flames of diviner firess and think 
irnot enough to be meaſured by the 
Repetirions of the Fews datly (actte 
fice, or Daxiels three addreſſes ; bur 
rather imitate Davids (even rimes a 


| day, and his midnight office , Pſal. 


IIg, of the Primitive Chriſtians 
cvcry 
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every third hours return, and then 


chule to fill up every interval of tin 
from company and employment, 


with the ſhorter Othces of privarc | 


Ejaculations. As for publick De- 


votions, when they {ball think it not | 
enough to make legal compliances, *-: 
bur moreover ſhall expreſs thrit ; 
love to God, and his publick wor- } 
(hip, by a more tender regard to | 
the honour, propriety , and Reg by 
of then thar miniſter ro his holy 
Name and Service. And then ſpa- * 
ring no colt, not only to uphold, but ' 


tO advance tze Gr ccatneſs, Sp lendor, 


and Beavty of places ſeparatcd to the | 
ſervice of the great God , and the | 
Euchatiſtick Offices ot his holy Son, + 
And this gives a jult title co the Pious |. 


zeal of Governours, when they thall 
take care, not only to ſee the fub- 
{tantial parts of commanded wor- 
ſhip, truly performed. Bur when 


out of agreater love ro God , they 


ſhall 
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ſhall endeavour to advance the ho- 


nour and beauty of it with decent 


ne 
rt, rites, and circumſtances, that it may 
tc ©: appear more comely and reveren- 
Je. #8 tial. 

ot Now of all theſe particulars, and 
5, |* other rarer inſtances of heighrned 


zeal above the ordinary allowed pcr- 


-  formances of precepti.c duties, we 
' | have innumerable pregnant Exam- 


ples, for the encouragement of ſuch 


Wo chu to oils os heighths of 


Religion, with which the Stories of 
the Ancients abound to amazement; 
of which theſe jew minutes will nor 
givemc leave to make any tolerable 
enumeration; yet [I will endeavour 
to give you a ſhort view of ſome tow 


; of rhem, bur of ſuch as were in the 
: firſt, and unſuſpeted Ages of the 
' Church, 


It was this heightnud lovero God 


' that inflamed the Primirive Cariſti- 


ans, not only to dic Waen it was 
their 


C33] " 
ehcir duty , bur for a greater encou-' *p, 
ragement and confirmation of others, 
in che Holy Faith of Jeſus , to offer} |, 
themſelves ro the fury of their enc-! ſe 
mics, andrun into the Hames of Mar-; Jin 
tyrdonm, till chey had tired their Per-| TH 
ſecurors, as Tiberianms Preſident off | \, 
Paleſtine complained to theEmperor, | * pr 
This nzade the famous Edyſſe run and} | 
complain the ſhould come too lat þ, 
tothe Crown of Martyrdom. This 7 
Angel:ck zeal, was the reaton whos b 
they did not only provide corive- 
niept Places, for the Chriſtian Al: | 
{0 ublics, buc raiſed up Temples in * a 
<:-c days of Conſtantine, to the valtcl /* af 
:C: = chrcacning the wry Clouds; ?” ; 
and wich the vrearcht ſplendor, aw 
CF ebore Pitentia their roofs ſhining - | ( 
with Gold and Ivory , as St. Ferome iy 
witnetlch. '< 
Then the heighths of their Cha- \,: Þ 
rity, were ſo ſcraphick and memo: | | be 
rable; that Clemens Romanus (thc firſt © 
Farte:) 


_ of 


be [ 39 ] 
Father) affirms , that beſides theif 
5 ordinary engageinents of relic ving 
er ' the Poor, ſome of them ſold chem- 
IC: :ſelves to bondage, to redeem others 
-\ Zin greater extremities and ler them- 
7+; ſelves out ro Services, that by rthetr 
&*; wages, the more imporent might be 
"provided for. Nazianzen reports 
ve of his Father, that he was wont to 
«© partwith that in charity which was 
s > 7 reſerved for neceſlary ules : and that 
1} he had heard his Mother ottentimes 
with, that ſhe and her children 
i” - might be ſold, thar the price might 
1. purchaſe ſupply for the wants of che 
«= afflicted. To which I may add the 
3 - famous ſtory of Paulinus, who when 
. + his money was gone in redeeming 
a. Captives, delivered himſclf ro the 
Vandals, toredcem the V'iddows 

fon, Who hath not heard of the 
- \- Empreſs Placills, who went daily to 
- the Hoſpitals, to dreſs the Ulcers 
b - With her own hand > And of Sr. Fe- 
) * D romes 


Ws 
7 
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romes Fabiola, a Roman Lady tha 
ſold all the had, and bought an Ho-| $, 
ſpital, and executed the Offices a-| p; 
bout the Zazars in her own per-| 4h 
ſon ? {th 
Thus I have given you fome few} '«, 
inſtances, the thouſandth part of} |, 
whar might be offered. More of? *, 
which, who deſigns to ſee, may find! *þ, 
ſome of theſe, and many more, col-! |, 
lected lately , by an excellent perſon! | 4 
giving an account of Primitive Chri- * q, 
{itanity. But if I have offered & © (@ 
nough to convince you of the tem- | gg 
per of ancient Zealand Devotion, I ,; ;þ 
have attained my end, why 1mer-:- þ. 
tioncd them. = w 
And now to obviate that reproach 7 
which ſome may ſtudy ro throw *\,, 
upon this inyocent and noble prin-  : yp 
ciple of advanced Piety, Firſt they _* , 
are to know , that ] intend not to+-_ {, 
give credit to the Romaniſts fond and * jj 
nallowable excctles, as worſhiping ' x 

ol 


| [41] 
1 of Figures and Images, Praying to 
0-/ Saints and Angels, their ridiculous 
7} Pilgrimages, and Pennances , and 
1-' their ſuch like extravagances ; bur 
{that this heightned love to God, be 
"} "exprefled onely in rational ingage- 
0 ments, ſuch as are really good in 
07 "themſelves, not contradiory to 
0? -holy Scripture, and the Analogy of 
-- of Faith; and thar are nearly agree- 
nable, and conſequent to the nature 
*-.. and reaſon of the conſtituted Pre- 
ceptss Much leſs doI adviſe them 
: as meritorious, or as challenging by 
+ their own vertue any rhing at Gods 
-* hand, to whom (in that ſenſe) when 
n © we have done all we can, we are un- 
"profitable ſervaxts, Pur jeaſt of all as 
works of ſupererogation, of which 
" the Romaniſts account is , that they 
} are done as fatisfatory not only 
1 > for their own fins , but abounding to 
- 
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= the ſarisfaCtion of the ſins of others. 


Neither do plead for them as uni- 
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verſally neceflary ; but as Chriſt ad- 
viſed once in a matter of like nature, ' - 
Matth, 19. he that can receive them, 
let him receive theme. Or as St. Paul | © 
declaced his ſenſe, in a particular } 7 
caſe of this kind, to be made ule of | : 
for a gencral purpoſe, He that doth |. 
them not, may do well, but he that 
aoth them ſhall do better, x Cor.7, 
- Bur 1 propound them as highly | 
profitable and advantageous for theſe |}; 
great purpoſes. 2 
I. Becauſe ſuch a&s of heightned | * 
Zeal and eminent Piety, willeſtabliſh * - 
the ſouls of good men with fuller | - 
aflurances of the love and favour of | 
God; and will deliver them from the * 
diſcomfort of a doubtful meadzum, 
and ſuſpenſe, verween hope and fear, 
which an ordinary performance of 
Religious duties, do too often affli 
the Spirits of good men living and 
dying, 
2. Becauſe they are ſuch ats, as 
| thoug! 
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'* though for which God hath nor 
© made expreſs command, yet with 
2 which he will be well pleaſed, and 
-* are ſecure of his gracious accepra- 
'* tions as the Fews Free-will-offer- 
'* ings were, andas Davids deſign was, 


2: whenhe had it in his heart to build 


APTN 


: him an houſe, for which he gave 
' himnocommandment, 1 Kin2.3.17. 


yt; And as Mary Mardalens a& of 


"+ lovewas, when ſhe anointed our S4- 
2 viours feer with precious ointment! 

2 for which ſhe had no poſitive rule 
| or precept. 

' Andit(as once againſt Fer charge- 

able expreſſion of her z2al) ir ſhall 


-  deobjected againſt ſome more no- 


| ble and coſtly as of Piety (as 13 
| building or adorning Gods. Houles, 
: and the like) chat they might have 
| been ſpared, and the money given to 
the Poor, I (hall only mind chem to 
confider, who it was that faid lo, 
and I am ſuperſeded from the cron- 


D 3 vITT 


ION ner er Oe IA; yo 
EE E RD * 
CN EIN TAG ROPRSISE 
— — «< = 
ns Lt; mnmme: Vores a doug ae. 
= nes; _— _ — 


I CR, 


Ce ee tn nn A ER 
—_— 


SI pI - 
5 ee SA 


[44 ] 


ble of giving any further anſwer. 


3. Pious fouls ſhould be affe&io- | 
nately deſirous to be exerciſed in _. 
ſuch advanced ads of Charity and 
Piery, from the aflurance that God  * 
will reward them. For if a Cup of 


cold Water ſhall not loſe his re- 
ward, much more will every a& of 


greater 1mport have 1tS proportioned | | 
recompence , for Jeſus ſake. This 
was Placiilz's encouragement when 


the was reproved by the finer Ladies 


of her Court, for her fore-mentio- 


ned acts of Charity, when ſhe an- 
ſwered them (pro regno hoc ago) | 


do them in expeRation of a better 
Crown and Kingdom then my own. 


And indeed fuch choſen ads of more 
eminent goodneſs, are the proper 
ingagements Which God rewards; 
it we Will obſerve St. Pauls reaſon- 
152, I Cor.9, how he expected a grca- 
er reward for his wv Te&girw , his 
vo0lamary coltlels preaciiing the Go- 

ſpeci, 
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| ſpel, for the noble end of doing more 
good, then for the necetlary com= 
In _,/ manded duty of preaching it at all, 
nd”; Pourthly and laſtly, From the 
great advantage which Chriſtianity 
0! obtains from the amiable proſpe& 
e- . ofeminentfiriftneſs, and ſuch keight- 
of ned degrees of Charity and Piery. 
ed; O what need have the remi!s and 
1s Under-Profefſions of this Age ;' to 
en be intended and advanced by prefi- 
& . dents of ſuch heightned zeal for Goa 
0 | and guodncſs, Tris neceflary that 
- ſome men ſhould not only walk 
I © inthelight of an ordicary Profefiion, 
rr. bur ſhine as lights, to warm and 
| melc the hearts of others, who arc 
e frozen and fixed againſt moit a&s 
r . of Charity, and almoſt all of Ptery : 
:- and then be able not only ro Correct 
- | all ſucherroneous zeai, thar ſpends 
- + itſelf in unwarrantable practices of 
s, Miſtaken Godlineſs , bur pur altup 
- -- tothe Worlds bold Gctiances 223: pit 
L a: 
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all rhat is good. 


their more proper care, to ive ard 


ak in thoſe heighths that I have: 
mentioned, (by which they princi- © ? 


pally, in the pureſt Ages , obtained 


the name of Spiritual Perſons, in 
oppoſition to Secalay ; that is, to | 

ingaged in 
ſuch advanced Profeſſions of itricter ! 


men that were not 
holinels, ) I ſay, if they were more 
gencrally ſo 1ngaged , (though I am 
ailured no Chrittian Nation in the 
Worid can parallel the number of 


ſuch as are) it would ſooner con- 


fure the ſpight that is againſt them , +. 


wear of the contempt that 1s upoI 
Pp 


them, and would be found the moſt _ 


ſucceſsful expedient to bring diflen- 
rers to ſober opinions and peaceable 
conlormitics, 

Tnus have I cndeavourcd to rc- 
preſent tw you the meaſures of 
Chriſts grcat Example in the {1x - 

vera 


Bur if Church. 
men eſpecially, would aſſume it as. 
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© veral ſteps we ſhould walk in ; 
which if by the graceof God you 


| ſhall faithfully endeavour to jollow, 


a 


as you wUl be out of all danger of 
miſcarriage in your preſent ſervices, 


* (for I cluink 1 need give no other di- 


* reQions) ſo will you be belt prepa- 
*- red to receive the Crown of Immor- 


* tal Bliſs, when Chriſt ſhall come ro 


=_ S 


render tocvery man according to his 
works at the general Afſizes of the 


| World, the great and univerſal Re- 


ſurretion, And that Almighty 


\; God may afford you and us a!l his 


heavenly aſſiſtance ſo to do, Jer us 


2 joinin ourprayers one for another, 


in the words which the Church hath 


; : taught us 1n the Collect for the {c- 
/ cond ounday atter Eaſtcr. 


Lmiohty God, who haſt piven 
thine only Son, tobe unto 14 both 

a ſacrifice for ſin, and alſo an enſample 
ef godly life, grve us grace that we 
7m4y 
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all that is good. But it Church. | 
men eſpecially, would aflume it as 
their more proper care, to live ard! 
a& in thoſe heighths that I have 5 
mentioned, (by which they princi- ©? 
pally, in the pureſt Ages » obrained 


the name of Spiritual Perſons , in 


oppoliction to Secwlay ; that is, to ' | 
men that were not ingaged In 3 
ſuch advanced Profeſſions of itricter | 


holineſs, ) 1 ſay, if they were more 
oencrally ſo 1ygaged , (though I am 
aſſured no Chrithian Nation in the 
Worid can parallel! the number of 
{uch as are) it would ſooner con- 


fure che ſpighe char is againſt them , +. 


wear oft the contempr that is 11Poil 
rhem, and would be found the moſt 
ſucceſsful expedient to bring diflen- 
ters to ſober opinions and peaccablc 
conlormitics. 


Tnus have I cndeavourcd to re- +. 


preſent tu you the meaſures of 
Chriſts grcat Example in the (1x ſe- 
veral 


5, 
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 yeral ſteps we ſhould walk in; 


which if by the grace of God you 
ſball faithfully endeavour to jollow, 


| as you Will be out of all danger of 
miſcarriage in your preſent ſervices, 
* (for Iciink I need give no other di- 

” re&ions) ſo will you be belt prepa- 
*: red to receive the Crown of Immor- 


: ral Bliſs, when Chriſt ſhall come ro 


Fx See 


na * 


render toevery man according to his 
works art the general Afſizes of the 
World , the grear and univerſal Re- 
ſurretion, And that Almighty 


+ God may afford you and us a!l his 


Ee heavenly aſſiftance ſo to do, Jer us 


- Jointn ourprayers one for another, 


in the words which the Church hath 
taught us in the Colle& for the fe- 


cond Sunday after Ealtcr. 


& 


Lmiohty God, who haſt given 
A thine only Son, tobe tanto us both 
« ſacrifice fer ſin, and alſo an enſample 
I goaly life, give us grace that we 
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may always meſt thankfully recein * 
that his ineſtimable benefit : and alſy 

dayly endeavour our ſelves to follow the 
bleſſed ſteps of his moſt holy hife, through + 
Feſus (1 briſt our Loxd, Amen. Fa 
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1 Joh. 4. 2. 


| : Believe not every ſpirit, but try 
- the fpirits, whether they be 
of God. 


ved me before to decline 
all intermedling with 
| (ER your preſent affairs, pre- 
7 vail with me till in this my ſecond 
: Adventure. I would not ſeem to 
' reproach theſe venerable perſons , 
: MyLords the Judges, with ihe leaſt 
ſuſpicion that they needed my atd to 
/; teach them either Skill or "Om p 
* n 
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And as for the inferiour Inſtru- * 
ments of Juſtice in your proceedings, > 
that chiefly need Prieltly counſel, 
whereby right may be done to them : 
that here dearly ſeek it, Ithink 5 
ticular applications to be an expe. #.; 
dient too weak and unſuſficient wo! 
encounter the Ages univerſal falſe- | 1 
neſs and averſation to all vertue and | 
honeſty. Theſe ſholes are not to be Fl Þ 
fiſhed for, and caught to Goodneſs, i 
by ſuch fingle hooks of particular di- * h 
rections ; "they muſt have a Net ©: 1 
ſpred over ther of ſome more gene- | 
ral concern in Religion , Which may |: 
powerfully influence them with the {3 
knowledge of,and obligation to their | 
reſpective duties. Io 
The laſt time thercfore I attem- i 
pred them with one of the largeſt 2 
compaſs, the whole Body of Chri- |: 
ſttanity, pradtically repreſented in the Þ* 
example of Chriſt. I ſhall now en- {7 
deavour to encompals them , with ' 
one 


C531 


1. Zoneofa leſſer circle, (and yer as rea- 
-- ſonably promiſing ſucceſs) and that 


04. 
| © is, an ingagement to-a more firm ad- 
7 herence in ſome, and aſpeedier re- 


L #turn in others, to the Communion 


!Zof the Church of Ezgland, as being 


bt BE 


EE 


o 32 Church accommodated, more to 
.. | ;rbe defigns of the Goſpel, as to all 
F | ;morals, and the ſafety of all Socic- 
« © ties, then any Church or Profeſſion 
_ 210 the World, 
= And as becauſe woful experience 
+ hath raught us ro date the Peoples 
- + declination from the blefled practi- 
- > c&S of Juſtice, Honeſty , Veneration WR El: 
*- of an Oath, obedience to Authority, 11:88:30 9 
£e% 
| 


:Zand all other Chriſtian Vertues , 


"(which only neceſlarily ſuirs the 
7} happy mannagement of ſuch affairs 
2 as theſe) ro the late confulions ; ſo 
 *7 to endeavour to bring men back to 
+» the ſame Church whence they were 
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| ſonable expedicnt to recover them 
5 fo 


rt 9s 


-— 


[543 


to the ſame excellent Vertues thei; od. 
loſt by departing from ir. b Wh 


Itis roo pregnanrtly obſerved, that! 
ever (ince the breaking up the Four: \.? 
dations of this excellent Church, . 
we have ſunk every day more and 
more; in all the negle&s of our duty? 
to God and Man: we have looked} 7 
ever fince like a People i in ul hand-f® 
ling, poſſcfled with an Evil Spirit, ; 
and bewitched ( as Rebellion well; {bi 
reſembles ic ) ro our miſchief and ſic 
undoing, and to ah univerſal unthrit-! * 
tineſs in the enjoyment of Gods gred- 3 
reſt mercies both ſpiricual and rear 
poral. i 

O then it is high time to pur to | E, 
our hands for the Churches reco- |: 
very, and to bring back the Kay Jo 
(as faſt as we can) ro her Commu: |? 
non : that they may learn again n_ 
be honeſt and gov? J and recover the | þ- 


Y; E: 


excellent Gentus oi the old Engliſh | ? 
ſpirit, - 
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Zmouths ſo long, till we be choaked 
againſt all purpoſes of after-help; 
and leſt by pretending an over indul- 
Foence to men of weak minds, we 
*Zrock the People afleep in their 
ct, -Schiſm and Folly, beyond all poſſi- _ 
11: 3biliry of being ever awakened. De- 


d ſigning therefore ro do ſomething 
f. * #which (beſides the reſpect I had to 
4-  Ithe preſent affairs) I judged mighr 
1- | Fbe of the more publick and univer- 
; Fſal concernment in ſo general an A(- 
0 | *ſembly, I found nothing (as the ſtate 
)- of rhe Church now ſtands) could 
| {-Janſwer my purpoſe ſo fully, as to 
- {-3endeavour to confirm and fortifie 
them thar yer adhere to the Church 
Jot Erplazd, againſt all tremprations 
{ 3 to decline or deſert it ; and to unde» 
; 3X1ve all rhoſe that already have un- 
It 23 F. happily 
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happily departed from it, And my| | ſe 


Text offers a fair opportunity oy ! te 
attempt both, in which arc two parts} # th 


to be diſcourſed ; ly 
. 2 AI 

1. An Inhibition, Believe not eve + of 

ry ſpree. @ it! 


2. An Exhortation, Bat 214e they; wi 
ſpirits, whether they be of God. © 


Firſt, The inhibition 5 where iþ - 
is fit we 'explicare the terms. Thx + 
meaning of Believing, as to Spirits by 
ofters no difficulty ; rhough in refc-þ 
rence to God and Chriſt, it hath} © 
been perplexed with as many 1dlf / 
and extravagant notions, and to a - 
many 11] purpaſes, as any word inf - 
Scripture cier was» Bur the wor} 7 At 
| Spirit will admit ſome little exam; } an 
nation. Originally it fignifies te (a 
iad ; Scripturally and by Analogy, ' | 7 


£ 

many "aghey things : ſometime ttht3; ki 

Soul of Man in ocreral, ard then chef | w] 
ſexcralÞ! 


cw 
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7 ſeveral faculties in particular : of+ 
| renticmes it- 1s taken for Angels, and 
* thoſe good and bad : moſt cminent- 
- Iy iris taken for the Deity , and then 
| moſt diſtintly for the third Perſon 
of the Trinity ; and particularly for 
- itinits guiding and reaching Office, 
-: whether immediately by it eſelf, or 
x mediately by otherss and thus it 1s 
here raken really or ſo pretended. 


x And then the inhibition imports thus 
c 


þ; much : Thar Chriſtians (hould not 
{7 credulouſly, and without ſvfhicient 
| trial, follow and be governed by eve- 


3 ry Teacker thac pretends to the Ot- 
| fice by aPlea or Commillion from 
$5}: the Spirit of God. 


- MF; AY LAGS 
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Now the Text it (clf ofiers two 


Is ; 
SSABIKat oh 


Arguments againſt ſuch a credulity 
4 and aptneſs of belicf. Firſt, becauſe 
* (as the — indefinice 6 
2 Vl every, purports) there be many 


*; kinds and varictics of Spirits , by 
2: which Teachers may be deceived, 
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and be able to deceive others 5 and j 
which Chow many ſoever they be) 


S570 
$2 = 3 


muſt be all falſe bur one, Thus the, * 
Devil (when God permits) turns a '- 


teaching Spirit, / will, ſaith he, be « 


tying ſpirit in the mouth of the Pro | 


phets, 1 Chrone18.20. 


And there is a ſpirit of perverſnels, | 
Iſa. 19.14. vertiginu, as Ste Hierome, | 


#\ovictws, as the Lxx; that is ( as 


z 
K-27 


they render it) a ſpirit of turning ! 


4 


about, or errour, which God ſuffers | 


to be diſperſed among a People , as | 


2 puniſhment upon them. St. Paul 


mentionerh, Tv &vigons , the ſpi- | * 


rit ofa man ; that is, his own fanſie | | 
and opinion; which is as various as | 
the ſeveral humours and imagina- |. 
tions of men, x Cor.2.1T. He adds, | 
TV, F 1654s , a ſpirit of the world, ©. 


which St. Auguſtine calls the ſpirit x 
of Pride and Ambitions And this 5 ; 
ſpiric ſers up many a Teacher, and is | 


as various as 'the different circum- 


ſtances : Ga 
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ances and humours of Times, to 
+ which ir muſt be always garbed and 
.: accommodated. 

; Further, No man ought to won- 
| der at the great variety of ſpirits , 
' When he conſiders what a ſtrange 
+ gift of propagation every Evil ſpirit 
hath been obſerved to haves and 
© how (if it hath had any, the leaſt 
| | | reſpite from reſtraint) it hath pre- 
> | | ſentlybranched it ſelf into many ſe- 
; 


a $o 


-- veral Families, and divided apart- 
' ments of new Spirits, And thus 
| early the Mocher-(pivl of Gnoſticiſm 
|| (which we find ſooften reproved in 
' | the New Teſtament ) did jin a ſhort 
time, become the Parent of ſuch a 
fruitful Progeny, that from its loyns 
deſcended the ſpirit of YValentinians, 
Saturninians , Macedonians , and o- 
thers, as rene, and other Ancients 
teſtine, And St. Auguſtine obſcr- 
ved of the Evil ſpirit of Donartiſm, 
> thatir procreated ſo faſt, thar it be- 
Hy E 3 gat 
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Z4t 4 very great company of 1 new and. 
di ſagrecing Parties. 


Bur to JO no further then our own | 


experience : 


(known then bur by the oe name 
of Paritaniſm) ſacrificed the Chur- 


ches Peace and Unity, Government | 


a:d Worſhip to its Rage and Lult ; 


but it begat Legions , ſpawned an 2 


O-fspring oi ſuch hidcous ſhapes ; 


brouzh: torth fuch Litcers of ſo many | 


No ſooner ' was this | 
olorious Courch broken to pieces } 
in our late Rebellion ; no ſooner had |. 
0:C common ſpirir of Oppoſition |} - 


deforme 'a ftocks of new Spirits _ | 


mighr make Hercfic ir (elt bluſh to 
bear tlieir namcs, and ſhamed any 
ſorrof men in the World into re- 
pentance, bur one, for being the un- 
happy Parent of ſuch a monſtrous 
and equivocal luc. 


confider how tar every one of thoſc 
new 9pirits had prevailed over the 
minds Oo: Men, to be deceived by 

them, 


And then to | 


Ai OR; 
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1 them; I think it were alone enough 


— m_—_— 0 —w—— wEr I) w—_ 


er ah 


A I. 


to arm us with a reſolution moſt 


- zcarefully ro obſerve the inhibition of 


my Text. 
 Burthar which makes 1t yer more 
reaſonable and neceflary, 1s becauſe 


/allſuch ſpirits (how inconliftent fo- 
ever they be among themſelves) do 
always contrive, by ſome pretence 


or other, to make themſelves as like 


' the Spirit of God , as the caſe can 
'* poſſibly bear, and the Folly and cre- 
- -dulity of their Followers admit. For 


fince the Devil can transform him- 
{c]: into an Angel of Light (as S. Paud 


argues, TI Core 13. 14+) It Will be 
much cafjer tor all other Spirits to 
' make an alſimilations 


All which being chus repreſented, 
as 1t mult needs put the credulons 


Into agreat ſenſe of the darger of 


- being deceived, (ſo it mIkes tovir fut- 


pention of not believing every ſpirit, 


very juſt and necetlary. This ce firlt © 


E 4 Secondly, 


[62 } 
Secondly, The ſecond Argumen 


from the Text {by the words which 


-» 

4< 
Y 

& 

J 
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do immediately follow it ) is, Be- * trl 
lieve not every ſpirit , becauſe man} | 


falſe Prophets are gone out into th 
worla ; that is, becauſe as there bt} 


in the World ) can never want «| 


gents, in every place to execute | |: 
cheir unkind offices; and that will. : 
be ſcdulouſly ative, (by gratifying | - 
the baſe humours and deſigns of} 
ſome, and by ſurprizing the weak- | ' 
nels and credulity of others) to di- | | 
ſturb the Church and miſlead the * * 


People. 


Now there is no man that {e-\ 
riouily conſiders the multitude, ſub- 
tilty, and unwearied diligencc of ; 


fach Officers of Evil ſpirits (when '': 
cv are abroad ) tut muſt belicve * 
umfcit ro run a very great hazard of  ! 


4 
Y n 


; Wi 
$ tet 
varieties of ſpirits, to delude the} : 

, gs _ KY 
minds of men, ſo thoſe ſpirits (while} - 
there is Folly, Pride, and Paſhon in} ; 
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being deceived, without the greateſt 
care and ſtricteſt enquiry whom to 


{ truits 


And that the Church was never 


| } without ſuch kinds of men, to offer 
| temprations to the moſt ſtedfaſt, will 


appear by a very few inſtances. 
What conſiderate perſon might 

not tremble ar the thoughts of his 

danger of being deceived, it he reads 


bur the ſtory of (ore and his com-. 


plices : thar ſuch perſons ſhould e- 
ver mask their wicked defigns with 


© ſuch a prevailing diſguiſe of Piery 
| as ſhould be able to ſeduce ſo many 
| thouſands to their deſtruftion. Who 


would not dread his own inſtability, 
and be engaged in the caretulleſt ſuſ- 
penſion of mind, wham to truſt and 
follow , when he reads of the Few: 
prodigious detection in the Samar- 
zan Schiſm : or if ever he ſhould 
mect a paralle] rempration to go a- 
fray, as they had who were obliged 
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ro believe one Elias, againſt 450 


Prophets of Baa ſer to deceive him > 


And if ſuch preſidents of danger be | 


not ſurficient to chaſtize and awaken 
mens credulities, how ſhould our 
Saviours Cavear admoniſh them ? 
Beware of falſe Prophets, Mat. 7.15. 
How ſhould the frequent Apoſtolick 
predictions of ſuch Seducers advile 
them, as wien it was foretold, 
Afﬀs 20.29, that grievous wolves 


ſhould enter in, not ſparing the Flock > | 

Laſtly, How ſhould the almoſt > 
incredible multiplication of ſuch } 
Prophets in every Age, engage them j 
18 tae ſevereſt care, what ſpirits they 
inould believe, and by whar Tea- 
. chers they ſhould be inſtructed? 


Ste Augnſtine reckons up 88 ſeveral | 


forts of Herericks to his time, and 


Philaſtrins 128, and ſo proportton1- | 


bly ricy increaſed in cvery tollowmsg | 
Of all which whoſoevct ; 
aciires to ſee a pertet and yer come #: 


Century. 


pen- 
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 »pendious proſpe& tro terrifie him 

*rom the danger of ſeducement 
| jthrough his own credulity, let him 


 JJately aRed in this Nation, andCas in 
a ſhort Scene) he may ſee almoſt all 
 5the hereſies thar cver were before 
| ſbefides a progeny of new ones) up- 
on the Stage rogcther : : and may be- 
"hold the ſubcle Profeſſors of them , 
| .not only a&ting over again a)l the 
* "ancient Arts of ſeduQtion » bur pra- 
Citing new tricks,tfrauds and pagcane- 
'rrics of Piety, to cheat, and deceive 
ithe World. 
} All which pur together, makes it 
ED ivery reaſonable, that (becauſe many 
;falle Prophets are gone our into the 
' World) the inhibition in my Tex, 
- of not believing every Spirit , (nould 
| be as (trifly at 1nd care! tully obſcrved, 
?as men would prize and ſecure thcir 
eternal ſaſery. This tie ſecond Ar- 
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[ 66] "2 
And now ſhall common obſervz. ? " 
tion of former dangers make us we 4 
ry whom we believe, or relte up : 
in our ſecular affairs 3 and ſhall ws” 
be carele{ly credulous in matters of 
ſpiricual concern ? i 
Shall Wordly wiſcdom teach u; 
torrult no body in temporal things} 3 
and yet believe every body in.mar} } 1 
ters of eternal moment ? Shall webe} 4 4, 
more then wiſe men in the one , and} } 
leſs then fools and babes in the other?" 
Can we ſuſpend our faith in things} - 
in which ſenſible demonſtration mayf 
dire& our prudence ? And ſhall ve} 
eaſily truſt , where the Argument}: 
are ſpiritual, and in the dark, (as to!” 
ſenſe) and Evidence at diſtance, and: 
the danger of miſcarrying the great 
that can be ? z 
O let us be wary where we truſt}: 
our fouls! And ſince every fp: ” 
rit is not of God, and our precivs+ 2 jn 
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fe 

- 7 let us (and there never was atime in 
'* which it was more needful) rake all 
7 poſſible care, and uſe all our faculties 
\} andskill , ro try which are truly of 
"+73 God, And that leads me to the ſe- 
7 cond part of my Text, the Exhor- 
: tation, But try the ſpirits. 

'} 2, Theduty is, Judy To ovi- 
"þ 1 wee, to 2ry; Where we are firlt to 
3 obſerve (as an incouragement to un- 
2 dertake it) that God harn ſo deli- 
7 vered the things of our Peace in Scri- 
"| } prure, as we are Creatures of Rea- 
"| 7 fon, Choice , and Judgment : and 
! 3 therefore he was pleaſed that. much 
7 in Religion ſhould depend upon the 
5\.] exerciſe of our Reaſon by trial and 
+2 examination. For ſo it 1s, as to the 
+7 marter and general ſubſtance of our 
7 happineſs, we are obliged (90%we- 
|} &p T& deDiegyia, Phil,t. 12s.) totry 
*2 and ſearch for the things that are 
-; excellent : bur there is no caſe where- 


{3 in we are more concerned then in 
E- this, 
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[65 J 
this, the trial of ſpirits, the guide. + 
of ſouls ; upon whoſe Offices and. 
Gods Ordinances in their hands, dee 7 to 
pends the Peace and Unity of the * G! 
Church, and the great event of every} - 
mans particular ſalvation. + thi 
Now that which makes this duty} - ap 
very reaſonable, is, that as God w : 3to 
pleaſed there ſhould in natural things} % mu 
be differential marks, and incommu-t » A 
nicable characters to guide mais u;n-} } ca 
der{tanding in diſtinguiſhing one be- | -; de 
ing from another ; - fo much morein! 7 rit 
ſpiricuals, (v here the concern is} | M1 
greater) we cannot ſuſpe& that God} - thi 
ſhould impoſe a duty to zry anil © vis 
chuſe, and leave us withour ſufficien: | 
means ro difcrimina'e and diltin-| - mu 
guiih. | ; dap 
Nor ought we to doubt it in this {4 to 
inſtan caſe in hand, thar fince Go {ve 
hath pur it upon our Trial ad} | rit 
Choice whar Guides wwe arc to Wm F-: lo 
low, what ſpirits to trott two, 03:55 ig 
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+; 7 he hath alſo allowed us ſome diffe- 
d © rencing notes and characters, how 
'* 7 to underſtand the ſpirits that are of 
c ©: God, trom thoſe that are nor. 
y/ - For the finding our of which ar 
| - this needful time (in which there 
y} - appears ſo many difterent pretenders 
sf ! roconduct Religion and the ſouls of 
«| { men) 1s the buſineſs of this hour. 
.# : And that I may be ſure not to miſ- 
+} } carryin this great trialzI (hall firſt Jay 
- + -: down the characters which falle ſpi- 
* rits or Teachers, may have in com- 
: mon with thoſe that are of God, and 
: then deſcribe thoſe that do really c- 
> vixce the difference. 
1. The firſt Charafter in com- 
- | + mon, and undiſtinCtive, 1s a natural 
_ ; aptitude, or a well acquired ability 
«to Teach : Though thicy be impro- 
{{; ved to amore then ordinary dexte- 
|} ; rity of the moſt grati;y ing and zea- 
|; Jous utterancesin Praying and Preach» 
;*31:g, Therefore St. Paul, when he 
: : CO? 
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commanded the Romans to mark 


them not diſtinguiſhable by their 


words and manner of ſpeaking ; for 
faith he, they (hall (9 Tvs xp159oyia; | 
#, whoyiets, Rom. 16. 18. ) by goodF- 
words and fair ſpeeches deceive the}: 
hearts of the ſimple.» And whe}: 
St, Peter forewarns them of falſe Pro-| * 
phets he tells them they ſhall come} 5 
with the ſpeaking charaGer, @\\5u5} » 
AoyoiS, 2 Pete 2. J« with feignul 1 
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them that make Diviſions, renders; tin 
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words; that is, framed and fa(hio-| the 


ned, perhaps to the higheſt ſtrains ol}-? 
Piety. Bur if thoſe Teachers ſeem to} { 
be over-ſtudious to exceed others in}. 
more pleaſing and melting modes} * 


ſpeaking , and to habituate thenr 


humouring expreſſions, ( though 


ſelves ro extraordinary winning and, * 
"thei 


what they ſay be good ) yer tncy! 


may juſtly give occaſion to wiſe ob-| con 


ſcrvers to colle& ſome reaſons to} Kin 
ſuſpe&t their ruth and fincerit)«} As 
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{7 Therefore St. Ferome obſerved in his 
; | time, affabilis ſermo & blandum elo- 


rf 
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2 quibus piſces capinnt & volucres,an at- 


"3table way of diſcourting , and a flat= 
Jrering delivery , were the fra es of 
-ZHereticks , by which they carched 
Ithe little People into their affections, 
-F and opinions, Bur it in ſtead of the 
| jtrue ſpirits modeſt endeavour to 
5} Found the Peoples ſouls. in the com- 
{# *mon Articles of che Chriſtian Faith, 
they. ſhall chuſe ro fly aloft, like 
-Þt, Tudes empty Clouds, at higher 
)þ doctrines, as they call them, As 
1} when they turn the Goſpel into a 
if Myſtery, of which they themſclves 
{ —_ pretend to bethe or ly men that. 
: Xarry the Keys to open i: and, if 
Inſtead of inſtrudting the People in 
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- commandments, and ſoberly dire* 
f ing them in all parts of holy lite , 
as Juſtice, Mercie , Obedicr ce to 
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[72] 2 
Authority, and the like (which they? fo 
reach the poor people to underva-! ; an 
Ine as legal preaching) they be ven-. * chi 

euring at the ſeals of the Revelation,' ©; 
numbring of heads, and horns, and} 7 ac 
beaſts, controuling Governments, | 7 ho 
and diſputing Laws; or ſhall bef } of 
tow: ing up to the lofty Nothings off ' An 
empty Metaphors, extravagant No-f | dic 
tions and Phraſes; or be continually}. W 
tradirg with St, Fudes vio a, | to 
great —— words of Priviledges, #7 Ar 
Saintſhips, Libertics , Divine Uai-F; no! 
ons, and the like ; or be always ata} 4 of 
thouſand repetitions of the name off } ver 
Chriſt, getting him, laying hold oif * Bo 
him, clolting with him, and the like; þ.} 747 
though they do all this with the grer | * fide 
teſt earneſineſs, zeal, and ſwear 114! 7 rex 
ginable, they grow beyond ſuſpicion! '! #0" 
their deſign 1s not good. 7 ha 
Tie fum is, To be able to pray} - Nac 
and preach with the beſt kill and! # the 
capacityy 15 no diſtinguiſhing mark;! | mu 

{or Ee. 
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I for men may have thoſe faculties 


.* > and yet nevertheleſs be ſpirits, Tca- 


15 
y; 


f 


. 


} And this is pregnantly to be taken 


; notice of through the whole ſtock 


* bh. fd Wn c—_— aF»——_ 


b 1 


3 


[x 


; 


* chers that are not of God. 

2. Nor ſecondly can a pretence to 
*aclaim, for their dodrines from the 
7 holy Scriprures, be a ſuſhicient mark 


! of diſtinction 5 for as much as no 
_ Or Modern Hererick, bur 


4 


: did, and do cry up an intereſt in Gods 
: Word, to ſupport, or ar leaſt ro ſeem 


to palliare their plea and doctrines. 


4 ot Ecclefiaſtick Records. Tertullian 


: 5 


'S 


IJ 


* 
f 
15.8 


» 


1 very early obſerved in his famous 
7 Book, De pre ſcriptionibus Heretico- 
| rum, h at Suadere non poſſunt de rebus 
wo niſt de liters fidet, ſcripturas ob- 
| tendunt, & has ſua audacia quoſaam 
! movent , it had not been poſſible to 
have removed ſome from the truth, 


i; os they not been prevailed with by 
f 4 the ſacred name of Scripture, How 


F : _— 
x > le 


; much would this hour be too little 
F 2 for 
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for ſuch heaps of obſervations of this } : 


kind, as might be colleQted. 


Now all the advantage which all 


falle ſpirits do wake by pretending 
Scriptures , is becauſe Ged hath ſv 
delivercd his truths in them, many 
of which are ſo wrapt up in Merta- 
paors, and other Tropes z and Fi- 
vures, ſo immixt with occaſtonal 
diſcourſes, and very often ſo obſcuce- 
ly delivered (or as St. Paul exprefiet 
ic, GW etivizuz1s, ſo darkly, and as it 
were in a riddle) that they that have 
deſigns to deceive others, that want 
humility to hear the ſenſe of the 
Church , and to obey their lawtul 
Guides appointed to inſtruct them 
in their right interpretation, may find 
Arguments ſemblable cnough in Scri- 
pture , to ſerve the ends of a Decet- 


ver, to farisfic a private and prejudt- 


cate ſpirit in any errour in the world, 
wreſting them (as St. Peter adviſcth 


us) to their own deſtrution, Hence Þ (1 
"ll 2 


mat 


s 


—_ w— i. 7 oo 


| ſame effect, 
- have the Soczxtans found in Scripture, 
| 2 ſeeming authority to aflert their 
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tis that Hereticks of the preateſt in- 
| conſiſtency among themſelves, and 
| ſome of them in perfe& contradi- 
| &ion one to another, have laid their 
| Plea upon the holy Scriptures. So 
| Vincentius obſerves of the Hereticks 


before his time, and inſtancerth in 


| Photinus, Novatianus, Sabellins, Do- 


natus, and many others. And we 
our ſc]ves in our days have ſeen the 
To inſtance , How 


es) 


| denial of Chriſts Divinity ; and yer 
| the Romanift can think he thence finds 
proof enough, that a Prieſt in a Wa- 
| fer may make him the mighty God, 
- and worſhip him accordingly > How 
| have the contending Armies of the 
- Remonſtrants and Corxtra-Remon- 
{ ſtrants, ( whoſe principles ſtand ar 
| the Poles diſtance one from another) 
; managed their long War, with the 
' ſame weapon of holy Scripture? 


And 
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for ſuch heaps of obſervations of this ; 


kind, as might be collected. 

Now all the advantage which all 
falle ſpirits do wake by pretending 
Scriptures, is becauſe Ged. hath {y 
delivered his truths in them, many 
of which arc ſo wrapt up in Meta 
pinors, and other Tropes , and Fi- 
gures, ſo immixt with occaſional 
diſcourſes, and very often ſo obſcuce- 
ly delivered (or as St. Paul expreſicch 
it, @5 W evizuxit, fo darkly, and as it 
were in a riddle) that they that have 
detigns to deceive others, that want 
buaulity to hear the ſenſe of the 
Church , and to obey their lawful 
Guides appointed to inſtruct them 
in their right interpretation, may find 
Arguments (emblable enough tn Scri- 
pture , tv ſerve the ends of a Decei- 


ver, to farisfic a private and prejudi- 


cace ſpirit in any errour in tne world, 
wreſting them (as St. Peter adviſcth 


1 


us) to their own deſtruftion, Hence Þ 


lk 
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* itis that Hereticks of the greateſt in- 
| conſiſtency among themſelves, and 
| ſome of them in perfe& contradi- 
| &ion one to another, have laid cher 
{ Plea upon the holy Scriptures. So 
| Vincentins obſerves of the Hereticks 
| before his time, and inſtancerh in 
' Plotinus, Novatiannus, Sabellius, Do- 
| natus, and many others. And we 
* our (c]ves in our days have ſeen the 
| ſame effect, To inſtance , How 
| have the Sociians found in Scriprure, 
2 ſeeming 


o authority to afſert their 


' denial of Chriſts Divinity ; and yer 
the Romarift can think he thence finds 


proof enough, that a Prieſt in a VVa- 


| fer may make him the mighty God, 
- and worſhip him accordingly > How 
| have the contending Armies of .the 
| Remonſtrants and Cortra-Remon- 
| ſtrants, ( whoſe principles ſtand ar 
| the Poles diſtance one from another) 
| managed their long Var, with the 
| ſame weapon of holy Scripture? 


And 


[76] 
And how from thence have the three f 
great parties among Us, perſwaded 
themſelves that each of them canin| 
Scripture trace the meaſures ot | 
their ſeveral Church-governments? 
And (which is molt to be admired) 
how have the unwarrantable pra: 
Rices of Rebellion, Murder, and 
confounding all that's ſacred, been 
fo far patronized from Scripture, as | 
to engage multitudes to believe 
them to be the proſecutions of Gods 
cauſe, and inſtances of his moſt ac- Þ 
ceptable ſervice?» Hath nor expe-Þ 
rience taught us, that ſuch a diſtant 
Text, as, Down with it, down with Þ 
zt, even to the ground, hath prevailed Þ 
more to deſtroy the places ot Publick | 
Worſhip, then that, This Houſe ſhall 
be called a Houſe of Prayer, could per-þ: 
ſwade men to keep them up; thata 
binding Kings is chains, have tem-F 
pted men to-the moſt execrable de- | 
ſtrudion of their natural Princes; þ 
when | 


L 77 1 


| when, they that reſiſt (ball recerve to 


themſelves damnation, could nor. ſa- 


, tisfie their. Conſciences to preſerve 


them. And have we.not heard, that 
a Cnrſe ye Meroz, could juſtifte all 
the Ravages committed upon the 
Loyal and the Innocent? To be ſhort, 
the ſum is, A bare appeal and claim 
to Scripture, is not an incommunica- 
ble mark, bur that nevertheleſs, rhe 
ſpirit that doth ir may not be of God. 

3. Thirdly and laltly, A plauſible 
and fair life and converſation doth 


. notdiſtinguiſh; for as much as rhe 


greatelt enemies of truth inall Ages, 
have been noted for a greater pretext 
of framed ſantimony , and formed 
piety,outward innocency and humi- 
lity, or fo much of theſe as might 
ſerve to advance a reputation to their 
Plea, and DoArines, Bur this is the 
ſheeps cloathing of falſe Prophets , 
Mat, 7.14. and the transformation 
of falſe Apoſtles into the likeneſs of 
F 4 the 


[78] 


the Apoſtles of Chriſt, 1 Cor.,11.13, ; 


And-it is that- wkich St. Paul calls, 
LSPA THS WOKEEWS , 2, THR. 3+ Fo the 
form or appearazce of goalineſs. S. Au- 
fin relates, ' that - the (great rempe- 


tarce and devotion of the. Mamachees, Þ 


betrayed himſelt-and Alzpizs into the 
groſs hereſic: of Manachiſm, And 
$.Bafil affirms of the Arians, that 0 
confictam ſanctimonian omna concre- 
ana habuere, they ſurprized an unt- 
verſal bcliet of their herefie by rhetr 
contrived and fainioned Piety, 
Which gave occaſion to St. Ber- 
»ard to affirm and obſerve, that 
hareſis aocta eſt non tantum lingus, 
ſed wita mentiri , Qerclie was 55 
well skilled ro diflemble for its ac- 
ceptance, with the cheat of life, 
as with the dcceit of the tongue, 
Now the deſign of all this art- 
ficial zeal and picty, is to check tte 
unavoidable imperte@ions of the 
true Guides o; fouls-carttien-vellels, 
| | | and 


Prout, 
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| and to raiſe a reputation to them- 
| ſelves from their diſgrace z which 
- they are always ſtudying to im- 


rove before the Pcople, 

Bur though the falſe ſpirits grea- 
ter ſeeming piety may allure men 
of weak minds, who underſtand 
not the cheat, and juſtifie their ere 
rours,. with ſuch whole pride and 
intereſt tempt them to a complt- 


| ance with them 3 yet the wiſe and 
| innocent will eafily ſuſpe&, that un- 


der the diſguiſes of a more then ordi- 


nary ſcenical Piety, moſt common- 
| ly there lies hid , ſome ſpiritual 


wickedneſs, ſome cloſe and undif(- 
covered ſin. We know that Fehu 
was a zealous Reformer and Fohn 


f of Lezaex was no inconſiderable Re- 
| ligioniſt, Earl Gowry was no {mall 
| Profeflor, and the Authors of our 


late troubles were not to be reckon- 


- cd among the crowds ef the Pro- 


pianc 
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phane, becauſe moſt of them were Þ 
great hearers, and had notable gitts Þ 
of Prayer ; yet what impieties were Þ 


lodged under their ſmooth profeſſi- 
ons , we ſhall now not willingly re- 
count, 

Again, I would have it further 


conſidered, ( becauſe this Plea gocs 


a great way with the multitude ) 


chat ir is one thing to live intirely ; 
to the precepts of Chriſt, and by the Þ 


juſt laws of Government; and ano- 


cher thing, to live up to the humours Þ 
and modes of a party , that diſtin- Þ' 
guiſh themſelves from others by a þ 
manner of ſpeaking, peculiar phra- Þ 
ſes, looks and garbs, by oppoſiti- | 
ons and ſcruples, rather then by an Þ 
obſerved ſtricter juſtice , nobler de- Þ 
grees of mercy, tenderer Joyalty, þ 
and other ſuch like graces of Chri- Þ 
ſttanity , which gives the onely true Þ 
reaſon of being denominated _ | 
Y: Þ 
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| fy, and without which, the appel- 
| Izjon is preſuwpruouſly aflumed , 
” and unwarrantably given, Bur ler 
| them be as good as their proſelytes 
| can fame them, nay ſuppoſe them 
' to be good (if poſſible ) withour 
+ juſt exception, yet is it no incom- 


municable charader of diſtinQion, 
or mark of office z but neverthe- 


| Jeſs they that have it , may yet be 
| ſpirits that are not of God, 


Thus 1 have endeavoured to de- 


ſcribe the qualifications that hold 


in common with the falſe ſpirits, 
and the ſpirits that are of God, and 
though they are all required in the 
true ſpirits and teachers that are of 
God, to make them capable ſub- 
jets of the diſtinguiſhing chara- 
Qters, yet are not incommunicable 
marks of a particular miſſion of 
God to the holy Calling. 

We acknowledge and profeſs _ 
the 


[82 ] 


the true Guides of ſouls ſhould 


be really qualified in all thoſe three þ 


that I have mentioned. 

1. They ſhouid, 919&u1o, x Tim, 
3+ 2. befitand ableto teach others, 
competently skilled in the preſent 
learned Languages of the Chriſtian 
World, it not in the Original 
Tonguess that by ſuch aids of 
knowledge, their minds may be 
furniſhed with a convenient ( at 
leaſt) ſtock of Learning , ahd their 
rongues fitted to expreſs themſelves 
decently and ſignificantly. 

2. They ſhould be principally 
Skilled in the holy Scriptures , that 
as all truth is either expreſly or 
vertually contained in them, ſo they 
may be able readily to appeal to 
them, preach and apply them to the 
good of ſouls. 

2. They ſhould be as St, Paul 
adviſeth, &v£ywloi, Tzh. I, 6e atnir 
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| fol, 1 Tim. 3. 4+ blameleſs , and 


without juſt cauſe of accuſation, And 


' this was typified in the Aaronical 
| Prieſthood , when none that had a 
' blemiſh ſhould come near to offer 
| the offerings of the Lord , Zevze. 
| 21. 21» And therefore the true 
| ſpirits of God (bould rather , wz- 
| 114 morum quam verborum vitare; po- 


tier enim eſt bene Vivendi; quam be- 
me loguendi facultas , avoid ill living 


| then ill ſpeaking, for a good life 1s 
| the powertulleſt and moſt prevalent 
| Inſtruction, 


Now though they ſhould be thus 
qualified, yer ovcr and beſides theſe, 
they muſt be charaRteriſtically ſepa- 
rated to their Miniſterial Offices, 
by ſome marks and teſtimonials 


| that declare a miſſion from God 
" withour Which theyrthar(hal preſume 
|. to cxecute ſuch offices, or any part 
of them , arc guilty of a grear pre- 


(umption 
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famption in themſelves; No man | 
taketh this honour to him nzleſs he b! 


called of God 4s was Aaron, Heb. 5.4, 


and all their adminiſtrations , ought Þ 


to be judged invalid to others ; for 
how can they preach , much morc 


perform any other Prieſtly Office, 


with bleſſing and ſucceſs, unleſs rhey 


be ſent, Rom. 10. 15, Which c- 


paration and miſſion muſt be made Þþ 


demonſtrable , by ſome fignal mar; 
and character, which may be 1 
proof , quoad 70s, to us, that they 
are ſo ſeparated and ſent of God; 
otherwiſe how ſhould any man & 


capable of performing this duty of Þ 


Trial, or be aflured art any time of 


receiving any bleiling by any mint þ 


ſerial Offices, tor thu ir fouls good. 


The ſignal Characters of Chrilt 
and his Apoltles ſc paration to their Þ 
Miniſterial Offices, were Miracles; 
without which ic had been a rid F 
Cuio!s 
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| cylous Plea to have told the World 
| (from any thing in themſelves ) that 
' they were ſent of God : which 
| Chriſt acknowledgeth , 1f 1 bear 
' witneſs of wy ſelf (it I make my 
' own teſtimonial ) 2y witweſs is not 
| true; that is, It is not competent, 
- not rational. 


Bur when Gods time was come, 


- that Miracles ſhould ceaſe, he alſo 


(hut that door by which his Mini- 


 ſters firſt entered intothe Church , 
and hath been ſince pleaſed that there 
* ſhould be no other ſeparation, bur 
{ by a mediate and ordinary calling ; 
: Which muſt be , ſub aligno ſigno ſen- 
' fibiliut nota fit Ecclefie , under ſome 
- | ſenſible ſigns, or marks, that chey 
| may be known to the Church, and 
| diſtinguiſhed by them. | 
\ Nowthe ſenſible ſignal CharaQters 
| and Teſtimonials, by which the 
' Church knows the ſpirits that are 


of 
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of God, from thoſe that are not, 


are theſe three in concurrence toge- f 


ther. 


x. The firſt is (with and beſides 
all thoſe former qualifications ) tv 
bave reccived impoſition of Apo- 
ſtolical or Epiſcopal hands, as a 
viſible defiznation of lawtul ſepx 
ration. And of this practice the 
Scripture ( which makes it of Di- 
vine Inſtitucion) gives an infallible 
evidence, 1n the times they bear 
date. Thus the Holy Ghoſt {cpara- 
red Barnabas and Saul, Adts 12. 2, 
and atter faſting and prayer , it was 
ſionally declared by /aying on of 
hands, v.3. Such a Character had 
Timothy and Titas , (as the Epiltles 
to them ſhew) and the ſame to 
communicate to them that ſhould 
follow in their reſpe&ive charges, 
Tit.1.5, Ard the continuation ot 


tha: Þ 
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that primitive practice of it , was ſo 


- pregnant and univerſal , that Calvin 
- himſelf cou]d not bur ſay , that la 
| tam accurata obſervatio precepti vice 
| mobs eſſe debet, the accurate obſer 
vation of it could not amount to a 

fs obligation then that of a precepr. 
| Hetheretore thar ſhould prefume to 


teach, admit, or condut Aflem- 


| blies, and that hath neither Mira- 
| Cles, as Chriſt and his Apoſtles, nor 
impoſition of hands ( as the Church 
| hath always practiſed, as in the firl} 
fo in all following Ages ) to cvi- 
| dence his Commiſſion, is a ſpirit 
not of God, whatſoever exccllencics 


of qualification , may othervwile be 


| precended 5 and they that are gui- 
| ded by him and have not confider- 
ditto trial , follow him in fin, if 

wy underſtand it, in great wickeds 
| neſs. 


Now the contrary mark of faiſe 
| G Pro» 


— 


{88 ] 
Prophets, is declared by our Savi- 
our, t#gxovla wegs Vis, Mate 7, 
they come to you in ſheeps cloathing : 
they come , come voluntarily , and 
are not ſent. 

And St. Panl, At. 20.29, chara- 
Qerizeth them with an <4otAw coſa, 
enter in; Grievous Wolves ſhall cn- 
eer in, that is voluntarily aflume | 
the Office, not called, ſent, or pla- 
ced by order or commiſſion. Such 
are not «&p24uu, ſeparated by 
God in the Order of the Church, 
Rome 1, but «n09We jigoiſis, Fu 
19. ſuch as ſeparate themſelves by 
their own preſumption and intru- 
fion. Such as theſe we are not to ff 
eruſt ro, as being ſpirits that atÞ 
not of God. 


2. The next mcans of enquiry, | 
i5 to underſtand by whom ſuch in 
Pulition of hands have been made 
and 


[89] 
and executed; and then the mark 
of the true ſpirits of God is to be 
ſeparared and ordained to their 
Othces by ſuch perſons, who by a 
continued cha'n, or line of ſucceſ- 
ſion, can ſecurely derive their Com- 
miſſion from the perſon of Chriſt, 
From whom, as from our come» 
mon Parent , there is an holy ſeed 
under the new Covenant; though 
not annexcd to a Family, as that of 
Aaroy , yetto an holy Calling, for 
a perpetual ſpiritual propagatior« 
Now the end of this Chiin is in 
the hand of God, who ſent Chriſt, 
who ſent his Apoſtksz 4s my 
Father hath ſeat me, ſo ſend 1 you 
Joh.20.21. The Apoltles ro miain- 
tain that ſncceſſion, did in their 
reſpeive charges, appoint and ot- 
dain ſucceflors , with envagement 
tar they ſhould (till propagate che 
Office of the Goſpels holy Pric(t- 
CG 2 hood 3 
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tood as it appears by St. Pauls 
order to Titus, 1 have left thee at 
Cretc, to ordain Elaers in every 
City, Tit. 1-5- Hence 1t is thu 
our Saviour tells his Apoſtles, 
Lo I am with you to the end of the 
world , Matth. 28. that 1s, not with 
them onely in their perſons, but 
in thete ſucceſlors alſo, whoſhould 
p:occed direftly from their fpiri- 
tual loyns. And for this realon it 
is that the Ancients (unbiaſed Jud. 
ges in this Enquiry ) have taken 
ſuch care, and were obſerved to 
be ſo curious in MVarſhalling tre 
ſacceſſlions of the Biſhops ot the 
principal ſears of Chriſtianity : for 
which Epiphanius gives this reaſon, 
( after he had exactly recorded the 
very names of the ſeveral ſuccel- 
tons, ) Let no man wonder that 
we fo cureiully recite fuch things 
2nd yames , tor ( per hes enim ſem- 
per 
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per claritas oftenditur , tney are 2n 
evidence of the truth of onc holy 
Calling, and con!equen:ly of rhe 
Church it ſelf. 

Now as to the preſent Church of 
Enzland, we have had this blefling 
from God , that borh for the carl:- 
neſs and uninterruption of the line 
of our ſucceſhons, no Church in the 
Chriſtian World, can pretend to a 
better evidence ; and that Rome it 
ſelf (afrer all her inſultations ) mull 
be content with one much more 
perplext , and doubtful, as might 
calily be nzade appear. And I am 
morally aſſured of this comfort , 
tar there is no Biſhop , nor Prieſt 
ot the Church of Exgland, bur 
may and ought to belicve his ſpi- 
ritual pedigree, as truly derived 
from the Perſon of Jeſus, (the firſt 
Biſhop and Prieſt of the Goſpel ) 
as any Prince, can make hs title ro 
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his Crown, or any Noble man to 
his honour and inheritance by a 
ſuccelſion from Anceſtors of farr 
ſhorcer Antiquity and continuance. 
Bur of this honour and bleſling , rhe 
two Milftones (as the great Arch- 
biſhop calls them ) our Encmics 
on euther hand have endeavoured 
ro deprive us. Firſt, The Roma- 
niſts would fain blend our ſucceſ- 
ſion, by the vain Fable of the Nags- 
head-Ordination« Bur Maſor and 
incomparable PBrambhall have ſo 
perfely baffled that idle and 
groundleſs ſtory, that their late 
more learned Controverters have 
wholly laid it aſide, and ſo needs 
not the trouble of a particular 
Confuration. On the other hand, 
our Fanaticks do chuſe ro que- 
ftion and decry it, becauſe rhe linc 
ran through the time in which K- 
mijh ſuperſtition prevailed, 


But 
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But to this 1 anſwer , That ſuc*- 
ceſſion 1s , as by a&s of Propaga” 
tion ; and the Roman Corruptions 
could have no more power or in* 


* fluence on our Ecclefiaftick Genera- 
| tion, then the unworthineſs of a 


Parent in begetting a Child, or 
of a Prieſt in baptizing its And 
we know the ſucceſſion of Man- 
kind is not interrupted in the orc, 
nor Chriſtian Proteſſion in the 0- 
ther. Bur to conclude, grant ther 
ſome of our ſpiritual Anceſtors 
were ſo corrupted , yet it is more 
honourable to have had a bad great 
Grandfathers Grandfather , then to 
have no known Father ar all; or 
that the worſt of Fathers ſhould be 
our immediate Predeceſlor, 

On the other (ide, the contrary 
mark of the ſpirits that are not of 
God, is as our Saviour intimates, 
teft4corleus > Date 24+ 11, they ſpall 
LU 4 ariſe, 
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ariſe, as withour miſſion , ſo with- 
our ſucceſſion or propagation , by 
which the Churches lawtul Paſtors 
lineally deſcend, They ariſe as tie 
ſmoak aſcends, thar darkens the 
Sun and the Air, Rev. 9.2. or like 
the Beaſt, (armed for miſchief) with 
heads and horns, Rev, IJ. I. or 
like the Tarcs of the field , which 
the husbandman never ſowed ; that 
ie, they ſhall climb unto their Of- 
tices, by the ſteps of Ambition, 
or are raiſcd up to them by popular 
favour and voice of tumultuous 
Ailcemblics, who commonly (it 
permitted , as St. Paul obſerves ) 
love to heap to themſelves their 
own Teachers, 2 Tim. 4+ 3» Whom 
they keep and govern, and by whom 
they may always be uncontrolla- 
bly numoured , and obſcrved. Burt 
let them be made by whom thcy 
pleaſe, they are not conſtituted 

by 
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by Gods order, and ſu not of 
| God, 


2. The third and laſt Charater, 
| in concurrence with the former, to 
| dire& our trial of ſpirits 1s, that 

ſuch ſpirits are then demonſtrably 
of God , who reach ana maintain 
the doftrines of God. Men may 
be talle Prophets by talſe DoCtrines, 
2s well as by falſe Callings, And 
the Arian Priefts were ſuch by their 
| heretical principles , as well as the 
Arian Presbyters by their unlaw- 
tu] Ordinations. Bur becauſe the 
whole circle of the diflering par- 
tics (from the Romaniſt ro the Oua- 
ker) do all make claim, and cen- 
ter in this pretence, that their ſeveral 
- | coftrines are of God, and Iſt we 
© | ſhould ſcem barcly ro preſume and 
7 | #flert our own, to be ſo, (as moſt 
| | of Adverſarics ule todo) and not 
| Mirk 
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ſufficiemly demonſtrate that they 
are ſo: Therfore it is juſt and ne- 
ceflarv thac we endeavour to find 
out iuch marks that may fignally 
diſtinguiſh the ooEtrines that be of 
God trom thoſe that are not, and 
then ſee how farr tle dofrines of 
the Church of Exg/and ſtand in a- 
greement Witi themes 


r. Firſt then, Thoſe are the do- 
Etrines that are of God, which (as 
to the fundamentals of Faith ) arc 
cither expreſly declared, or evi- 
dently deduced from the holy Sct'- 
ptures, and none to be believed 35 
{ſuch, bur thoſe that are ſo. And 


as to the ſuper-tundamental Ari 
cles of Doctrine, contrived for tcl 
common peace and order of part: F 
cular Churches, (ſuch as are ourf 


39 Articles, and as the Conte 
flons of other Churches ought to 


& ; 
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| be ſo accounted) if they be not 
| refurable by the Scriptures, and 
the analogy of Faith, nor be con- 
 trariant to rightreaſon , ought alſo 
to be reputed the Doctrines of 
| God, 


2. But then ſecondly, Becauſe 


| God was pleaſed ſo to deliver his 
| truths in Scripture, ( for reaſons 
| before mentioned , to which many 
' more might be added ) with ſome 
| obſcurity, C though not ſo much 
| ſo by it ſelf, as made fo by the 


moral infirmities of mens under- 


ſtandings ) thercfore Chriſt did 


provide and immediately ſend atio- 


| ther guide , ( which the Apoſtles 
| themielves did ſeem to ſtand in 
| need of , thuugh they were bleſs 
| with Chriſts perſonal infkruftions ) 


and that was the Holy Ghoſt, which 


| he promiſed (hould guide them in- 


to 


av vt” 
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to all truth, Foh, 16. 13. 


timc , it was alſo promiſed to x: 


bide with them for ever , Joh. 14. 
16. that is, for the bencfic of their 
ſucceflors and the whole Churci 
Tnere-i 
atteriwardf 


tro the end of the Wor 1d, 
fore wiolvever would 
underſtand the do@rines which were 
of God , was obliged not oncl 


ro be governed by his own Pr: E 


vate reading the Scriptures , and 


judgment upon them, bur alſo vw} 


enquire for, and to fubmir to tht 


conduct of Gods Spirit whercſoc: 
Now ets 


Ver it Was to be founds 


is principally to be underſtood, 
ro caſes 1n controverſic, and to diff 
cult places: bur as to the tunds 
mentals of the common Faith , and} 
rules of Holy Life, as they are piain-f 
ly fer down in Scripture, and cafili 

dilco 


And 
Jeft it ſhould ſeem to have conar-f 
ned the Apoſtles onely 1n ttetrÞÞ * 


| 
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| diſcoverable to every honeſt mind , 
 ſvevery man ought to be encoura- 
| coed to 4 conſtantreading of them , 
tr the confirmation 


t his Faith 


| 2nd government of his Lite. 


2, Therefore thirdly and laſtly , 


| Our next enquiry is, to underſtand 


where thoſe promiſes were or are 


| tulfilled, and where the guiding Ot- 


ice of the Holy Ghoſt was, or is, 


| executed and performed z that men 


may attend to it, and be guided by 


it in all caſes of different perliva- 
tons and profeſſions, that they may 
| know which are of Gods 


The Romariſts would engrols it 
tothe Churches of thetr Commu- 


non onely , and thar by as an intallt- 


4 


ble a conduct, as the Apoſtles enjoy- 
ed it, Bur becavlſe tiiis pretence 
hath been ſo lately examincd , and 
ſuficiently bafficd , I ſhall only en- 
quUre 
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enquire how ſome Popes themſel 
ſhould be recorded to have buff 
notor:6us Hereticksz 3s particular 
Liberins and Honorins ; and tha 
how be that relics on that pretenc 
can realonably think himſelt ſecurc 


The Fanaricks on the other fide, 


(if asto us they way be thought al. 


together to be of two ſides ) laff 
claim to it, by an eſpecial part. 


cular light given to them of God, 
or (as the fobcrer forc of them) 


by a private ſufiicient aſſiſtance {ron 
God, in the ule of the beſt micarsÞ 
they can, tor the underſtanding tie 
Scriprurcs. Pur there needs no oj 


ther Confuration of this prerence, 


bur their certain difappointment 
that have truſted 'o it, made cif 
dept by thcir- own unconſtancy 
opintny, ard the perpecual difagree-F 
ments of thoſe tiiat have made tha 
claim. Trerþ 


Ire ; 


{a ; 


ar}; 


0 
4 


en, | 
| ſhew of reaſon, be offered in ſatis- 


nce.# 
Ir 
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There is but one more that I 
now of, was ever pretended to ; 
and indeed, then which , I cannot 
imagine any other that can with any 


faction to this Enquiry , and that is 


| the Holy Ghoſts guidance of the u- 


riverſal Church in all Ages and 
places, to be obſcrved in thoſe do- 


Qrines and interpretations of Scti- 


| pture, ( according to the famous 


rule of Viacentins Lirinenſis,) which 


| claim to Primitive Antiquity , unt- 
| verſal Profeſſion and Conſent : (Qn0d 


ubique , quod ſemper , quod ab cmmi- 


bus , hoc were proprieque catholicum, 


| cap. 30.) So that the ſum of this 


Enquiry is, that thoſe are the do- 


| Etrines of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, 
Which have been received as ſuch in 
| thefirſt and pureſt Ages, and thar 


d have continued to be acknowledg- 


by the moſt unt- 


cd as ſuch, 
| verlal 
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verſal Conſent and Proſcſhor, 

Againſt the abſolutencls, and nn- 
exceprionable exactneſs of this rule 
of Vincentins ; wharlocver may be 
alledged or oranted, tt mult for ever 
{tand uncontrolled, tl any other 
rule can be pr oduced or imagined, 
( which 1 chink no man hath Pre- 
tended to artempr ) that may in 
any degrce demonttrate tne promi- 
ſes of the Holy Spiric guiding into 
all rruth, 

Now this is the Glory of tic 
Church of Enciand, and wuici 
hath made her tne envy of all kc 
diſſenting Neighbours round about 
her, that in all her Noudrines,, Goy- 
vernmeat and Worſh'p, ſhe alvre 
can offer her felt ro this molt rea- 
{onable and antient Rule to be tricd 

and judged, to Wwnich no othcr 
Church in the World dare pretend 
to ſubmits Therefore it is that all 
thulc 
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"thoſe doArines wherein we diffet 
from the Church of Rowe cannot 
be from the condu@ of Gods Spirit, 
and ſo not the doftrines of the Spt- 


rits that are of God, becauſe they 


want the firſt part of Yincentins hs 
rule, that is, ſucceſſion from primi- 


tive antiquity, And therefore the 
great Archbiſhop offered this chal- 
lenge, p+ 382, Thar if any Jeſuire 
can prove , that by a viſible contt- 
nued fucceſon to this day, cither 
Tranſubſtantiation in the Euchariſt, 


the Euchariſt in one kind,or Purgato- 


j,or Worſhip of Images,or Prayers 
l3 an unknown Tongue, with divers 


| other points, have been ſo raught, I, 


tor my part will yield the caulſcs 
As tothe private opinions of ſome 


| anctent Farhers (as thofe of Tertul, 


Orig. Sts Auſtin, and others) though 


| they had antiquity , yer they wan- 


ted univerſal conſent, and ſo were 
H Math» 
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maintained againſt that part of the 
evidence of being the Dodtrines off 


God. 


And then as to the new opiniorsþ 
of theſe times ſo ſtrongly contended 
_— (luck 

as concern their new models of Go-þ 
vernment, manner of Worſhip, and 
ſeveral opinions (as they ſtand nf 
oppolition to the preſent eſtabliſhed þ 
Church of Ezgl/and ) could not be 
from Chriſt and his Apoſtles , and 
they -thac reach them , not the ſpi-þ 


for by eur preſent di 


rits that are of God, becauſe they 
want all the marks of Gods Spirit 


as having neither primitive Antiqui-iþ 
ty, nor univerſal Conſent , Profel- 
ſion or Practice ; and we challenge 


them to ſhew it if they have any: 


which if they do,, 1 ſhall willingy þ 


ſacrifice all that I have ſaid again 
them, to ſhame and Recantation. 


All the Arguments that I knov Þþ 


they 
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| they have to tempt them from their 
| conformity to this excellent Church, 
E is cither ignorance, becauſe they un- 
| derſtand it nots or perverſeneſs of 
* humour , and diſcontentedneſs of 
| mind, which in ſome men muſt for 
* ever be' gratified by oppoſition ; or 
| elſe an habitual diſlike which rhey 
| call render Conſcience , which we 
| may then believe to be fincerely 
| pretended, when we ſee the ſame 
| tenderneſs expreſſed in the moſt con- 
| {iderable praQices of Chriſtianity 
' and Holy L. 
\ Obedience ro Authority, and the 


ife , as Juſtice , Mercy , 


like; as well as in the declining a 
poor innocent Ceremony , or for- 
mation of ſubſtantial VVorſhip , no 
where forbidden by God, and com= 


; manded by the juſt Laws of men. 


This 1s the third and Jaſt mark and 
Character of the Spirits that are of 
God, to whoſe condu& we may en- 
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truſt our ſouls , and that is ſuch «Þ 
teach the Doctrines that are of God, Þ 


And now you ſee (by the tranficnt 
applications that I have made, and 
the clear evidence of the matter it 
ſelf) upon what a ſure foundation 
the preſent conſtttured Church « 
England ſtands, above any Profeſſion 


of Chriſtianity in the World. As 


to my endeavour of offering all the 
marks of a trve Church and its 


Miniſtry , I thank God I can teſtifie 


to him that I have with-held no evi- 
dence that I know of, that may diſ- 
cover the truth, nor offered any 
thing in my applications of them, 


to our own, which my foul hath 


not as faithfully dictated, as my 
Tongue cxpreſled, 

Time gives me not leave to offer 
any further applications ; onely 1 
delire and pray to God , that thoſz 
that yet truly adhere to this Church, 

may 
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' may (by whar I have ſaid) find 
| reaſon to love and honour it, and 
| the true Spirits of God within it 
| more and more : and that thoſe thar 
| are departed from it, may timely 
and ſeriouſly conſider upon whar 
| ſender evidence they have done it, 
| and may ſpeed their return to it, 
| as to a Church that hath all the 
| marks of God , and CharaGters of 
| truth upon its 
* be many amongſt us that have fo 
| much compaſſion for them, as to 
* be willing, ( if God Almighty 
| ſhould grant it as a condition of 
| ſo great a mercy) to be ſometliing 
- that may reſemble St. Pauls noble 
| Charity , (when he wiſhed tim- 
| ſelf accurſed ; thar is, art leaſt, to 
| be deprived of the happineſs of an 
| outward Profeſſion of Chriſtia- 
| nity, to bring the Romens to it, 


And I hope there 


os) 


Rome 9. 3» that ſuch our diflen- 


ters 
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ters were returned in mind and pra 
Atice, to ſerve God with us, 


one heart and mouth. 
God grant for Jeſus ſake. 


with 


Which 
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